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Subject: Calling Attention Notice By GhriVirendra 

Prasad, KP, in the Lok Sabha on some valueables 
of Shri Netaji Subhash Shandra Bose, allegedly 
handed over to the then Indian Ambassador to 
J apan . 
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A copy of a Calling Attention Notice on the subject 
mentioned abcve is enclosed. As the sub jec t pr vmar ily 
c one ^rn^the Ministry of External Affairs^ They may kindly 
see for information and action if any . In this connection 
attention is invited to the correspondence in their file 
No. C/h-23/1/78-iTP- in wh ich they have already started 
corr espon&ence in the matter with the Indian Embassy concerned. 

2. The factual position in this regard may also 

kindly be intimated to us for our information and record. 
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CASING aTTgNXxUN HuXICfc 


PjgftCii 

; Muw D-U.LHI 

date 

: 23 rd. February 


19?R. 


From : Virendra Prasad 
To 

‘I’he Secretary, 

Lok Sabha , 

New Delhi . 


Sir , 


Under Rule 197 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct 
of Business I gave notice of ny intention to call the attention 
of the Minister of Horae Affairs on 25*2. 79 to the following 
matter of urgent public importance and to request, that the 
Minister may make a statement thereon 

I want to draw the attention of the ^ouse to a very 
serious matter of public importance. It has teen recently 
published in an English weekly-Organiser that two boxes 
containing diamonds, precious stones and jewels etc. worth 
crores of rupees belonging to Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
were handed over to the then Indian Ambassador late Shri 
M*A'»Rauf by the Government of Japan and those boxes were given 
in tact by him to an ICS officer. However, the amount was 
never deposited in Governnent treasury nor any information 
had ever been given in this regard. 'I he Government should 
enquire into the matter. 


Yours faithfully, 
Sd/- 

Virendra Prasad 
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Most immediate 
Parliament Question 

FVui fA ts-iJLC^^-C'V . 


MTMSTPY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

[East Asia D i vision } 


Subject i '"'ailing Attention N 0 tice by Shri Vlrendra 
. Prasad, MP , in the Lok Sabha on some 

valueables of ^hri Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, allegedly handed over to the then 
Indian Ambassador to Japan. 


Ministry of Home Affairs may kindly refer 
to their u.o .No .l/l 30/4/5/7S-DlIl( SAP) dated nil 
on the subject mentioned above. According to the copy 
of Cal 2 ing Attention Notice enclosed with this 
communication, the Member had expressed his intention 
to call the attention of the Minister of home Affairs 
on 25.2 .78 on this subject, 

2. We will be grateful for information regarding 

any statement made by the Home Minister in response to 
this notice on 25*2.78 or any other action taken by 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. 



kL 


(Pravesh Chandra) 
Under Secretary( FE) 
Tel. 373100 




Min, of Homo Affairs (Shri Uwarka Nath. Security &,Pol.D ivn ) 


Min. of Ext, Affairs, u.o. No. 


dt.2R. 2.1978. 
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host, Immediate 
Parliament Question 



MINISlKf Or 4XImfcUML JiFF^IilS 


Subject*- Calling Attention Notice by Shri 


Virendra pr a sad, M.F., in the 
Lok Sabha on some valuables of Shri 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, allegedly 
handed over to the then Indian Ambassador 

to Japan 


The Ministry of Horae Affairs may kindly refer 
t 0 their u.o. No. 1/13014/ 5/78-D. Ill (SdF), enclosing 
a Calling Attention Notice dated 23rd February 1978 
on the subject mentioned above* 

2. A copy of the note prepared by the Historical 
Division of the Ministry of Sxternal Affairs on this 
subject is enclosed herewith for information. 

3. This material has been derived from our files 
for the period 1946-1966 dealing with the subject of 
funds of the Indian National Army and India Independence 
I>e agile • 



(I.F. Khosla) 
Joint SeoretaryCAD ) 


The Ministry of Home Affairs (Securi ty & Political 
Division -Desk. Ill) 


Ministry of B.A. u.o. C/126/2/78-JP dt.6.3.78 


secret 


Ministry of External Affairs 
(Historical Division) 


Soon after the surrender of Japan some quantity 
of gold t jewellery, etc. valued at approximately 
#147163 • 00 was seized by the South East Asia Command 
in 1945 from the officials and others connected with 
the Indian National Army and India Independence League 
in South East Asian countries. These Valuables were 
handed over to the Custodian of Enemy property, Singapore, 
for safe custody. 

When Pandit Nehru visited Malaya In 1946, he was 
given some gold bars by an Indian merchant in Singapore, 
Shri Hardial Singh. He had received this from Major- 
General Chatter jee of the Indian National Army on 14th 
August 1945. Shri Hardial Singh had informed the Singa- 
pore Security Bureau that the gold was in his posses sion. 
The gold bars were deposited in the Indian Overseas Bank 
in the name of prime Minister Nehru in April 1946. In 
November 1953, th^ deposit was transferred to the name 
of the Re presen t alive of the Government of India under 
the instructions of Prime Minister Nehru. In April 1954, 
the gold bars were sold after obtaining the permission 
of the Controller of Exchange of the Government of 
Singapore for Rs ,28,465/-. This amount was kept in a 
fixed deposit in the name of the Representative of the 
Government of India. 

On 3 November 1954, the Custodian of Enemy Property 
in Singapore invited the attention of the Manager of the 
Indian Overseas Bank to a letter from the Custodian, 
dated 3 June 1946, addressed to the Bank, forbidding the 
disposal of the gold without the permission of the 
Custodian as the gold was believed to have come from 

enemy sources. After protracted correspondence, it was 
aftreed by the Government of India and the Bank on the one 
hand and the Custodian of Enemy Property on the other that 
this asset should be divided between India and Pakistan 
in the ratio of 2*1 as had already been agreed to by 
these governments. This gold as well as the other gold 
and jewellery In the custody of the Custodian of Enemy 
Property were released by the Custodian in 1956 and the 
share of India was credited by the Government of India 
to the capital of the Indian Scholarship Fund which had 
been created in Malaya in September 1954, for the award 
of scholarships to deserving students of Indian origin 
in Malaya and Singapore 


Historical Division 
Dated March 2, 1978 
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By Our Staff Correspondent 
BOMBAY, February S: Dr, Sub* 
ram ini am Swamy* M,P. and Presi- 
dent of the Janata Yuva Manch, al- 
tered here today that Mr Jawahar* 
{3d Nehru had misappropriated at 
least Rs. 2 crores worth of jewels 
gold donated by overseas ln- 

K to Netaji Subhash Chandra 

Dr Swamy told a Press confer- 
ence that Mr Nehru had cabled an 
ICS officer through the Indian Am- 
bassador in Tokyo mow dead) to 
g the treasure to New Delhi and 
it over to him, 
spite of persistent questioning 
newsmen. Dr, Swamy refused 
eve a] the name of the ICS offi- 
saytng he must first mention it 
the Prime Minister, Mr Morarji 
i, who “knows the man 11 * 
ie did disclose, however, that the 
:er in . question was ‘now re fired 
iiving t \ 

ie value of the treasure which 
Nehru secured for his personal 
in 1952 was Rs, 2 crores and 
ould oow be worth Rs, 20 crores, 
Swamy alleged, 
larnuing how he learnt of 
ing treasure". Dr, Swamy si 
during the emergency when 
in London, he stumbled on s 
ital cables, declassified by the 
government, which mentio 
at the treasure was “untrace able' \ 
ter investigating the matter, he 
d that in August 1952, the Ja- 
se government, seeking to ob 
India’s sympathy, communicat- 
ed lo Mr Nehm that it was jon pos 
™*on of some trunks contain ins 
and diamond ornaments be- 
ing to the Indian National Army, 
■e were being returned as a mark 
cspcct to the rifie mory of Subhash 
nd ra Bose and to c xpress gra t i- 
for not demanding war re- 
lions. 

CIPHER CABLE 

r, Swamy said Mr R. K, Nehru 
the External Affairs Ministry car- 
d the message to Mr Nehru, 

^ The late Prime Minister then al- 
legedly ordered the ICS officer, who 
was on a tour of the U.S. for study- 
ing agricultural extension program- 
mes, to proceed to Tokyo for “fur- 
ther studies", 

Pu rated, the officer left for Tokyo 
and, after two months, a message 
was t ddlvered to him through ^he 
Indian Ambassador in Tokyo, Dt 
Swapiy alleged, 

He stated that thg message on a 
cipher cable asked the officer to 
leave for Bom^y immediately with 
two trunks that would be handed 
over to him at the airport by the 
ambassador 

The message allegedly asked the 
officer to bring tire trunks directly 
ro the Prime Minister's Teen Murfi 
residence on arrival In Delhi. 

Dr* Swamy related that the officer 
left by a BO AC flight for Delhi 
with the trunks, bui the plane de- 
veloped engine trouble in Hong 
Kong, There, special arrangemcn 
re made with the help of H 
"emor- General for the security 
.rtks. 





e Governor-General allegedly $ 

■!e (o the British Foreign Offr 
informing it that "two mysterious sea- 
d trunks from the Japanese 11 war* 
on way to India, 

Dr. Swamy said that when th&j 
BO AC flight finally reached Delhi, Mi I 
P K, Nehru, who was waiting at r he J 
airport in his official car. demandt 
the custody of the trunks. The olfic 
refused and diowed him the cable 
which Mr Nehru had allegedly spe 
f ed that the trunks be delivered p. 
socially to hm. 

TRUNKS OPENED 
Dr. Swamy <aid the officer w 
driven to Mr Nehru's res dense w; 
out having to undergo the usual cuari 
<twns formalities and taken d rec^v id I 
the Prime Minister's private study. iLjg 
Dr. Swamv alleged that Mr Nefcjp 
en ordered the trunks io be ooenS 
ter breaking their seal. Hie $rh|p 
ms were intact but for a law * d 


dr Nehru. Dr. Swamv altegi 
ed the officer : "Have you brou 
ehing else?" The officer rrph 
"Some Chinese [ea," 

An elated Mr Nehru then $a 
“You can keen it. If you ever w 
io sip tea with me. come anvttm 
Dr, Swamv said that, according 
h:4 information, the gold omamc 
were Subsequently mehed in APaJutiid 
and credited to Mr Nehru’s persnMl 
account. 

Dr, Swamv said that in the light lot 
hk investigations, the inquiry 
ehf deash of Net&jj, Subhash Cbamjia 
Bose should be reopened. 

He also demanded that all files of 
cipher telesnami maintained in the 
Indian Embassy in Tokyo and 
External Affairs Mmtetrv should 
sealed and the 5tatemem of Mr ®t 
K. Nehru recorded, 

Mr Morarfi De'Sai should send ft 
rehabte emissary to corraet rhe ICS 
officer and record his statement in de- 
rail Dr. Swamv added that the offi 
if “hah integrity 







MOST IMMEDIATE /SECRET 


(Miss) N.N. Haralu, 
Director (ea) . 



■i 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


No.C/423/1/78-JP 




loth February, 1978. 


Dear Shri Rain, 


• 3 * 





This refers to our telex message dated 9th February 
1978 reproducing news item from the 'Indian Express* of 9th 
February, 1978 entitled "Dr. Swamy urges probe into INA 
'treasure'". This article has been carried by almost all 
the major newspapers. 


2, According to Dr. Subramanlani Swamy, Janata MP, the 

INA treasure consisted gold and diamond ornaments donated 
to INA by Indians overseas. The treasure loaded in two 
trunks had been returned by the Japanese Government to India 
in 195 2 a® ® mark of respect to N e taji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Dr. Sivarny alleged that in November 1952 Mr. N a hru sent an 
ICS officer to^ffokyo and a cipher-cable was sent to the 
ICS officer through the Indian Ambassador in Tokyo (now deadj 
According to Swamy the decoded talaafam rend as: "You 

should d epar t ib Vyo direct to Delhi wi ST- 'two trunks sealed 
and handed otfftr to you by the Indian Aijpassador at the 
airport. U ppm* arrival in Delhi please' bring direct to my 
residence ariiY' hand it to me personally repeat co me 
personal ly 


3. Dr. Swamy alleged that according to his information 

"all these ornaments were subsequently melted in Allahabad 
and credited to Jawaharlal Nehru's personal account. Not 
a word of Subhash's treasure was heard again," 


4. Since Dr. Swamy has specifically mentioned cipher 

telegram to the Embassy in Tokyo, will you kindly check 
your records of cipher telegrams ar*3 send your comments 
direct to Shri J.C. Pandey, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affair a,- New Delhi. 


5. 


• v "> 


subject 


I a *££ 
frrfi* 


-also enclosing herewith a., clipping on the 


the 'Hindustan Times' 


iy 



ours sincerely. 


Shri A.N. Ram, 

Counsellor, Embassy of India, 
To kyo . 


Sd/- 

(Miss) (N.N. Haralu) 




Copy forwarded to - 


(0 

( 2 ) 


Shri J.C. PatxJey, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs, New Delhi. 




#5hrl C. Das Gupta, Counsellor, High Commission of 
j^odla, London, together with a press clipping from 
,'the 'Indian Express'. Kindly see portion marked *A' 


( 3 ) 


/co 


Coordination Division. in anticipation of further 
Parliament Question relating to bringing back a 
marble piece of a marble slab wich formed the 
foundation stone of the Shahid M omor i a i tn Singapore, 
This marble piece was brought back from Singapore by 
Pandit Nehru who handed it to Shri s hah Nawaz Khan, 
who took it to his home in Rawalpindi. , » 

US(OA). This subject, should be dealt with by the 
Min. of Home Affairs'', but in orofer to expedite the 
Information we have written this* If 
like to bring this to tfra notice ol 


m 
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Why the Chi 


Vol : XXIX, No. 40 



Delhi, Sunday, February 26, 1978 


Price : Paise 60 


nese 
love the pifs 
and Muslims 

r, . fe 

and Jews 
hate then i 

(Please see page 1) 
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missing treasure 


Why Government chose. 
Cliaiidrachud as 
Chief Justice 


By Our Special Correspondent 

Notwith- 
cojitro- 


NEW DELHI : 
standing much 
versy, Government decid- 
ed to appoint Shri 
Chandrachud the senior- 
most judge of the Supreme 
Court, as the next Chief 
Justice of India. 

There was much criticism of 
his— and some of his collea- 
gue^ — servile role, particularly 
during the emergency. But, it 

: act/ 


all the Supreme Court judges 
and all the Chief Justices of 
High Courts. The opinion was 
overwhelmingly for sticking to 
the principle of seniority. 



W/th the solitary exception 
of Justice Bhagwati, i who did 
not give an opinion— since, as 
No. 3 on the Bench, he was 
an interested party— ail the 
other twelve judges of the 
Supreme Court recommended 
appointment by seniority. Two 


spokesman put it: ‘"She, 
her, dictatorship, had super- 
seded judges twice. Had we 
done the same, it would have 
reduced us to-her level. w 

In view of the bitter contro- 
Governmenl consulted 



“/ 
* 1 1 


Labour . 11 
behind on 
Race issue 


LONDON: If Opinion Polls 
are any indication, Mrs. 
Thatcher’s raising the race 
issue has helped her Conser- 
vative party dramatically. 

Only last month, these 
polls gave Labour 46 ^Con- 
servatives 44%, Liberals 7% 
and the rest 3%, 

After Mrs. Thatcher’s 
speech, fanning fears of 
England being “swamped by 
immigrants ' of a different 
culture”, the DAILY MAIL 
of London conducted a fresh 
opinion poll. The results this 
time: Conservatives 50%, 
Labour 39%, Liberals 7% 
and the rest 4%. 

Although Prime Minister 
Callaghan told an Indian 
journalists’ dinner meeting 
that he would stand by 
British pledges even “if I 
lose the election”; this eleven 
percent loss of vote might 
prove too much even for the 
Labour Party to take. 

In the words of Lord Pitt, 
Britain’s only" black Peer, 
‘‘People are no longer asha- 
med of being, bigots.” 
fP-ti CA ‘ 


The Supreme Court Bar 
Association also voted for 
seniority by a majority. 

Appointment of even the 
most distinguished outsider 
would not only have irked the 
entire judiciary, such an ap- 
pointee would not have had 
the necessary experience of the 
Bench to do justice to the 
job. 

In this situation Govern- 
ment thought itgood and right 
to appoint Shri Chandrachud 
as the next Chief Justice of 
India. 

The PM felt very strongly on 
the issue. Choice by seniority, 
he felt, was the only guarantee 
against nepotism and political 
corruption. “Otherwise the 
Chief Justice of India would, 
in the name of ‘merit’, be 
nothing more than a nominee 
of the Prime Minister,” he 
said, 

„ 1 '■ * * 

' ’ I 

Some hard-headed men also 
argued that since most of the 
judges— whether of the Sup- 
reme Court Or of the various 
High Courts — had been ap- 
pointed by the old regime, 
nothing much would be gained 
by superseding this judge or 
that. 

( Continued on page 15) 


By Our Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI: Although the fate of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose still remains a mystery, Prof. Swamy 
has helped solve the mystery of the missing INA 
treasure He told the press in Bombay on February 8 
that an ICS Officer had brought the two steel boxes 
full of jewellery 'from the Japanese Government and 
delivered them personally to Pandit Nehru. The CBI 
is already seized of the matter 


It is ^gnificant that neither 
Indira Gandhi nor R.K . 
Nehru, then Foreign Secretary, 
has denied the report. There is 
a guilty silence. 


Nehru, and to Nehru alone. 
Mr. D. found it difficult to 
accommodate the two trunks 
around him. But he managed 
as best he could. 


D” WAS SURPRISED SIR ALEXANDER 


Meanwhile this correspon- 
dent has been able to collect 

, iSome more details- about this 

of them, however, additionally incredible transaction 
suggested a look:^ at the Law Shri D.; ICS, had been sent 

' : utu 

subject. ’extension. . He 'was if 

The G.pvemment also con- 
sulted the Chief Justices of all 
the eighteen High Courts. 

Fifteen of them were for 
seniority. Two didn't give an 
opinion. And one — Gujarat- 
opposed the choice of Shri 
Chandrachud. 


It was evening when the 
plane reached Hong Kong. It 
was announced that the plane 


Los Angeles. When, therefore, 
the Indian Consul m San Fran- 
cisco suddenly gave him 
Nehru's orders to proceed to 
Japan for “further studies” 
Mr. D. was surprised because 
Jap^n has no agricultural ex- 
tension-only * an intensive 
agriculture. This was some- 
time in August 1952. 



Ar 


M A RAUF 

The Indian Ambassador in 
Japan those days was a 
Muslim gentleman, M.A. Rauf, 
a family friend of the Nehrus, 
and now dead. Couple of 
months later, the Ambassador 
saw Mr. D. with a cypher tele- 
gram and decoded it for him. 
It read : 

M 

“ You should depart Tokyo 
directlo Delhi with two trunks 
sealed and handed over to you 
by the Indian Ambassador at 
the airport. Stop upon arrival 
in Delhi please bring direct 
to my residence an4 hand it 
to me personality repeat to 
me personally". 

On the appointed day, Mr. 
D. took a BOAC flight from 
Tokyo, to New Delhi. D. re- 
members it as “the day Eisen- 
hower was elected President of 
USA”. That makes it Nov. 
3-4, 1952. ■ 

It was only after Mr. D. was 
seated in the plane that the 
Indian Ambassador and two 
Japanese security men came to 
him and handed over two 
medium size steel boxes to him. 
Here the Ambassador again re- 
minded him that he was to give 
the two trunks personally to 


nquiry 
is on 


would not proceed further 
because of some engine trouble. 
Passengers were to be lodged 
in a hotel for the night. 

Mr. D. was Itf a dilemma. 
He was carrying some very 
special cargo for the P.M. 
Would it be safe to take it to a 
hotel ? He had the presence of 
mind to ring op the British Gov- 
ernor-General of Iiong Kong 
and tell him his pred cement. 
Sir Alexander Grantham there- 
upon, sent Ids personal security 
staff to the airport and invited 
Mr. D to spend the night with 

r 


him. The Governor-General 
reported to the British Foreign 
Office that “two mysterious 
sealed trunks from the Japa- 
nese" were on way to India, 

A QUICK BATH 

Mr. D. took a BOAC plane 
the following morning and 
reached Delhi after eight hours. 
At Palam he was the first to 
come down, carrying the two 
trunks in his own hands. He 
was met on the tarmac by R.K. 
Nehru, I.C.S., Foreign Secre- 
tary. R.K. wanted Mr. D to 
hand over the two trunks to 
him. But Mr. D refused— and 
showed him Nehru’s cable. 
R.K. was annoyed but he 
didn’t say anything. He took 
him out without a Customs 
check and asked him to accom- 
pany him straight to the Prime 

■**— ‘ijuL*.**— 

insisted on a bath first JR. K. 
drove him to his house where 
Mr. D. got down with the two 
trunks. R.K. asked him to 
reach Teen Murti House quick 
and then left for the PM’s 
House. . 

While Mr. D. was in the bath 
and otherwise getting ready, 
there were repeated calls from 
the Prime Minister’s House as 
to why be was so late. Mrs. D. 
was carious and uncomfortable. 
She did not like it all. 

AN EAGER NEHRU 

When he was ready Mr. D. 
left for Teen Murti House, 
where he was promptly ushered 
into the PM’s Study. Here 
the anxious PM didn’t even 
greet Mr. D with a ‘hello’ or 

(Continued on page /5) 
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five per cent of rural population 
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. . . From Our Correspondent 

JAIPUR : It w as Disraeli who observed that every 
Uy consists of two nations— the rich and the 
id H was Marx who noted that the rich were 
getting richer and the poor were getting better. 


Ia our own country, more 
and more people have been 
failing below the poverty line. 
Ten years hack 40% of our 
population fell below the 
Sovwty line-that is less than' 
Rs. 20 per head per month on 
the 1962 price line. (Rs40 
in 1977). Today, according to 
Commerce Minister Mohan 
Dharia , anything between 60% 
and 67% fall below the Poverty 
Line. 

SHOCKING FACTS 

Indeed the gap between the 
rich and the poor is widening— 
and deepening— all the time. 
According to a Planning Com- 
ratsstOB study, the bottom 20% 
of the population is benefited 
only to the tune of 11% by 
Government expenditure. On 
the other hand, the top 20% 
benefit to the extent of 35% by 
the same expenditure. 

In this situation, India is 
too poor to think of a guaran- 
teed minimum income per 
family. But the State of 
Rajasthan his made a great 
ling in this direction by 
; care of the bottommost 
llalion. 


villages of the State would be 
given help to make them stand 
on their own feet. 

5% EACH YEAR 

The scheme called ANTYO- 
DAYA’— which literally means 
"Rise of the Last” among the 
poor— would, to begin with, 
benefit 1 ,65,000 families of 
the State— the five poorest 
families from each of the 33,000 
villages— this year. The samd 


The basic aim of ANTYO* 
DAYA is. to provide primary 
help to the poor, resourceless 
people living in the interior 
and help them with facilities 
with which they could make 
their living. An off-shoot of 
the scheme includes provision 
of necessary infra-structure 
like roads, other means of 
transport, drinking water, faci- 
lities for farming, financial help, 
and setting up of cottage in- 
dustries. According to Shri 
Shekhawat, most families 
selected in the first year of the 
scheme want land for fanning. 
Government, therefore, has 
decided to distribute land to 
about 40,000 families. They 
would also be provided with 
agricultural implements, cattle 


Rajasthan’s Revolutionary 
Scheme 

number of families from each and financial help. In drought- 
village would be picked up prone areas, fanners will also 
for State help every year in be given a grant of 33% of the 
order to remove poverty from expenditure incurred by them 
the S ’ate by providing people ' on their land. * Some public 
either employment or helping institutions and banks have 


them in gainful self-employ- 
ment. The scheme, the first 
of its kind in the country, 
would benefit 8-10 lakh persons 
every year. The Centre, on 
the persistent parsuasion of 
Chief Minister 'Bhairon Singh 
Shekhawat, has also sanctioned 
Rs. 2 crores for the implemen- 
tation of the scheme which 


also been associated with the 
scheme to eradicate poverty 
from the state. 

REVENUE DRIVE 

Shri Shekhawat is personally 
taking interest in the whole 
scheme for which a separate 
been set up in the 
at. 


At the district level. Collectors 
have been instructed to identify 
such families as have no means 
ofliveUbopd. They are being 
provided gainful employment 
through different means. 

A series of measures are 
being taken at Cabinet level to 
seek avenues of massive em- 
ployment for the poor. Rural 
industrialisation and oottage 
industry are two major props 
of this scheme. 

Clubbed with this is the 
revenue drive all over the State 
in which all pending cases of 
fanners with Revenue Depart- 
ment ate being sorted out. The 
revenue staff at different levels 
has been dearly told that they 
are there to help the fanning 
y and ‘ ‘ 
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A letter from 
the Editor 

Dear Header, 

Namastel 

Death occurred last week 
qf Pankaj MulUck, one of the 
nobler voices of the twentieth 
century But he will live hng 
in his innumerable records— 
and in the hearts of his count- 
less admirers. 



reader and contributor 


Shri H. R. Gokhaie also 
died last week. Evidently he 
could not stand electoral de- 


community 

problems. 


feat and the 


solve their Cl ' pulsion from the Supreme 


indignity 
v the S 


of ex- 


Kota is a fertile region 
of Rajasthan. This area is fed 
by the Chambal river and thus 
possesses a tug potential for 
rich agricultural output. Indus- 
trial activity in Kota and stone 
quarrying in the adjoining areas 
nave further enriched the 
potential of this zone. How- 
ever, the condition of the 
people in its countryside remains 
pitiable. A large number of 
people here worked as bonded 
labour. The old Governments 
did not hplp them because 
Congress leadership in this 
region came mainly from the 
exploiting classes. These leaders 
had been hand-in-glove with 
the cx-Chief 


Court Bar Association— for 
his actions as “ Minister for 
Lawlessness” as Ram Jeth - a 
maJaniput it. But it must be 7 
said that he had brains. He V 
knew more law than any . 

. officer in the Law Ministry. ft 
ft Men tike Gokhaie and Pai ft 
ft only hurt themselves by help- a 
ing an amoral PM. / 

£ % Our friend Kaderkutty who 

v entertained the Chief Justice 
ft of India the other day 
ft (vide ORGANISER, January 
ft IS) is again in the news. 

The Monopolies and Res- 
trictive Trade Practices Com- 
mission has passed a "cease 

. . «r 

Ltd-, 


By Our Special Correspondent 


W 


NEW DELHI: 


Court of Inquiry has come to 



It ts learn! 
Air Force 
Inquiry fan 
the conclusion that the Nov- 
ember 4 crash of a TU-124 
aoc carrying the PM to 
what, was doc to a lose 
screw Id the altimctrc. This 
the pilot 
knowing what height he 
living at any particular 
~ It is not knows ho w 
—and when— that screw 

came to be loosened; whether 
it was chance or mischief. 


It Is also learnt that the 
current version of that inci- 
dent Is not tire correct one. 

The PM wanted to visit 
Jorhaf and nobody ia the 
IAJP said that ore hour will 
be better than another. 

Before the PM emplaned; 
be was toty that weather 
Jorhat 1 
that 

necessary : 


1 ■ IIW * ttvwhivi rat 

t was not too good, hot 
they bad made the 


In tire coarse of tire 


he was told that 
have to land at 


field 


they 

some 


SB 


him. 


PM 

be all-right 


that 

with 


AND THEN IT HAP- 
PENED! * -J 


Published versions of the 
actual crash are also not 
correct. For example it has 
been reported again and 
again that the pilot overshot 
the field, went op, overshot 
again— when it hit a tree and 
crashed. 

Actually, the PM saw the 
[dine overshoot the field. He 


it 

can 

be 

told 


saw the pilot trying to go np 
— obviously to make a second 
attempt— or to land on some 
neighbouring field. Bat tire 
plane jnst would not gain 
bei^it! Either tire altlmetre 
was showing him a wrong 
-higher -height, or some- 
thing hid gone wrong with 


the engines and it just t 
would not gain height. It ♦ 
was in this condition that I 
the plane bit a huge tree, t 
THERE NEVER WAS AN- t 
OTHER TRY. The crew t 
seems to have died of fm- * 
pact with the tree - and not t 
of crash on the laud! ‘ 

t 

Reports of the plane oose- t 
diving— to take the punish- t 
moot in front, and thes save J 
(he rest of the plane from a t 
worse fate— are equally er-‘ 1 
roneous. When the PM had t 
generously complimented the I 
crew that they had died so 
that he and others mav live, 
his statement was interpreted 
literally to mean that Urey 
had conupitted some kind of 
suicide To save the PM. 
Actually there was no nose- 
diving. As the plane failed 
to gain height after over- 
shooting the field, it fait that 
fell tree. 



Also It is NOT correct 
that the PM escaped unhurt 
because he was seated in a 
back row, He was seated in 
the very first row, within fire 
feet of tire pilot. Even Us son 
Kintibhsl who fractured bis 
leg, was seated behind him. 

It was a miraculous escape , I 
if ever there was any. 


A big problem common to j 
all areas in Rajasthan is 
non-availability of drinking 
water in the rural areas. Sepa- 
rate schemes are being formu- 
lated for this. This year's 
State budget would provide far 
tackling this problem. Some 
22,000 villages in the State do 
not have sufficient sources of 
drinking water, which is either 
brackish or contaminated due 
to high fluoride content. 


\<f Km- 
to Shri 

inSan- 

with Its merger 
with Janata, the Jana Sangh 
is "dead and gone”. He 
points out that the five Pan- 
jab rivers do not die when 
they merge in the Indus. Even 
matter, Shri Nigam points 
out, is indestructible. 
"Nothing dies; things only 
get transformed ” 


A major decisioa of the ft QShri G. K. Joglekar of 
Janata Government relates to ft Gaded, Karnatak, is not sure 
the last Congress Government’s k whether to be happy or un- 
stand over Lift-Irrigation V hapyy with the flood of ad- 

Scheme for desert regions, y vertisements—in our Republic 
Two thirds of Rajasthan is 
desert, inhospitable for man. 

Vast areas have no vegetation 
-nor any habitation. For 
them, Rajasthan Canal is tin 
only ray of hope. Though 
the scheme is as old as 1958, 
its progress has been very slow 
and it has 



n s 

.this v> 


so far covered 
district 

Work in Bikaner district 
slow progress. However, 
is only half the journey. The 
second half is not only more 
important— as it would cover 
the farthest desert areas of the 
Jaisalmer district— but also the 
most difficult because of lack 
of roads, water and power for 
working in this area. 


The last regime had tried to 
divert the water of Rajasthan 
Canal through Life Irrigation ft . 
systems without evaluating the ft 
cost-benefit ratio of lift irriga- ? 
tion. It has now been found v 
(Continued on page IS) 


Day Special. He feels that 
matt er should not suffer at 
the hand of advertisements. 

We entirely agree. But in 
a healthy paper, advertising 
revenue should not be less 
than circulation revenue And 
we can assure Joglekar ji flat 
in the case <f 'Organiser' the 
former is yet to catch up with 
the latter. 

%Shri Charala Narasimha - 
murty of Blunt wonders what 
are those bottles in front of 
Swami Chinmayananda in the 
P-13 picture in our issue of 
Feb, 12. They ate obviously 
tomato sauce bottles. Our 
friend Charala does not have 
to be suspicious. 


Brotherly Yours, 




•AT. ft 





February 26, 1978 

Titer* b no charity m politics 


— Gokhale 


\Qrganiser 


No Short Cuts 


Gen. ZiauJ Haq wonders why we can’t make him a gift or 
two. We gave territories and POWs back to Bhutto. We have 
given a “generous” Farakka agreement to Bangladesh. We even 
gave separate trade and transit treaties to Nepal. And so, the 
. argument goes, that if we can't give Kashmir to Pakistan, we 
can at least give it “a substantially favourable trade balance”. 


As for a favourable balance, we are dealing with trade, not 
aid. If Pakistan wants aid, it is a different matter. If it wants 
trade, it has to be business-like. Favourable balances are earned 
—they are not gifted. In any case it will be gift enough for it to 
buy scooters for Rs. 5000 apiece in India— rather than for Rs, 
12000 apiece in Italy If Pakistan trades freely with us, it will 
find that it gets its imports cheaper— and sell its exports dearer. 
And that is something. 


We think the real problem of Pakistan is 
has admittedly only an interim Government, 
till that country gets a proper Government.- 


Nor are things going to be simple even then. Since before 
Pakistan was born, its people have been conditioned in a parti- 
cular way. As Mazhar Ali Khan, a senior journalist of Pakistan, 
has written in •‘Viewpoint” : “The peopie who claim a mono- 
poly of wisdom and patriotism are not only, as usual, slow to 
learn, but they find themselves caught in their qwn trap. For 



following an equally wrong method in settling" matters with 
India, he was promptly dubbed an Indian stooge. Pleas for 


genuine detente in the region were denounced, because it was the 
religious duty of the Pakistani elite to out-Herod Herod.” 


In this situation friendship with Pakistan is not going to be 
acquired easily. But we have to try, to try again and to try yet 
again— until we succeed. 


We must make it easier for Pakistanis to visit India. As far 
as possible, we must meet our requirements of wheat, cotton, 
rock salt, etcetera from Pakistan— in preference to any remote 
country. We must make more of our radio and .TV program- 
mes available to Pakistani audiences. We hope the Salal Dam 
project materialises. We could also enter a long-term agreement 
on supply of their Sui gas. 


They want books from India; we must make the same avail- 
able to them. We should give scholarships to Pakistani students. 
In the matter of jobs, contracts etc., we could give them the 
same favourable treatment that we give to citizens of Nepal. AN 
these relationships will foster bonds which will render official 
antipathies irrelevant. 


There is no short cut to friendship with an estranged State 
like Pakistan. The only way, short or long, lies through the 
heart of the common people. 


After ‘Cosmos,’ the ‘Sky lab’ 


THE OTHER DAY, the Soviet spy satellite, Cosmos 954, 
crashed and landed on the earth. Fortunately it fell inthe 
snow disserts of Canada, where it did no apparent damage. 
But it scared the wits out of those who knew that a nuclear 
satellite had lost its orbit and may land any time anywhere 
on the earth. 


Qn January 12, President Carter summoned Russian 
Ambassador Dobrynin and told him he knew that Cosmos 
154 was getting out of control, Dobrynin acted as though 
TOthing much was the matter. He said that Cosmos 954 was 
‘designed” to “disintegrate” as it came back into the earth’s 
itmosphere and that there was no “possibility” of an 
plosion". 


ex- 


But Carter was not so sure. He asked for details about the 
fuel of Cosmos 954 — whether it was U-235 or what. After 
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anxious delays, Moscow re 
vealed to USA the, secret of its 
fuel. 


ALTHOUGH the Indian Foreign Minister’s visit to Pakistan 
has already been superseded in this country by his visit to 
Australia and his campaign in the South, it continues to rever- 
berate in Pakistan. While it has generated some measure of 
goodwill, it was not a magic wand to solve old problems. 


Well, we suppose there is no charity in politics — or in diplo- 
macy, which is “international politics". If Pakistan asks for 
this half of Kashmir, we can only ask it for that half of 
Kashmir. 


quite different. It 
We have to wait 


Allopathic herbs 


ONLY the other day the Direc- 
tor-General of World Health 
Organisation said: “Let us not 
be in any doubt: modern. medi- 
cine has a great deal to learn 
from the collector of herbs." 


And now a team of American 
doctors, sponsored by the 
Southern Illinois University 
( USA), is gauging the potential 
oF Ayurvedic herbal medicines 
for primary health care in the 
USA. 


At this stage Carter was in 
two minds whether to let the 
world know what was happen- 
ing. Although to be forewarn- 
ed is to be forearmed — how- 
ever little — information was 
withheld, to avoid a world- 
wide super scare. The judg- 
ment proved right; the crash 
didn't hurt anybody. 


But it was enough to persu- 
ade Carter to say: “I think we 
need to have more rigid safety 
precautions assured among all 
nations in earth-orbiting satel- 
lites, in fact, we would be glad 
to forgo the deployment of any 
satellites altogether, and will 
pursue that option along with 
the Soviet Uuion.” 


/ Mo Losr ibfiite 

AGAlh m PAKISTAN d 

i Lo 5T ifiPlCf 





And now we have reports of 
an American nuclear satellite 
also set on a crash course. The 
U,S. Sky lab is a 80- foot long 
space satellite, in fact, the 
largest piece of space equip- 
ment rotating round the earth. 
It was first launched in 1973. 
The North American Air Def- 
ence Command (NORAD) lo- 
cated at Colorado Springs in 
Colorado, keeps its eye on 
these satellites, and its offices 
say fhe Skylab was supposed 
to come down in a year’s time. 
However,- after the crash of 
the Russian Cosmos 54 new 
evaluations were made and 
now it appears that the satel- 
lite is losing height at a much 
faster rate than it was thought. 
It might come down in a few 
months’ time. Plans are afoot 
to send a missile out to boost 
its speed so that the Skylab 
can survive some more months. 
However, nobody seems to 
know where in the earth it is 
going to land when it does 
choose to land. 

' 

The two mishaps — one actual 
and the other impending- 
should convince the super- 
powers that they need to con- 
trol their explosive “experi- 
ments" very much more than 
any other country. 


Real Comrades 


diseases. Already “Serpina” 
(Ayurvedic ‘Sarpagandha’) is 
an accepted cure for hyperten- 
sion and high blood pressure. 


When freedom came. Congress, 
therefore, found it necessary to 
found anew labour organisa- 
tion. It organised the INTUC, 


For Jong decades, Ayurveda 
has been eclipsed by the more 
profitable— and more presti- 
gious-allopathy. But fact is 
that, surgery apart, Ayurved 
is superior to allopathy. The 
reason is simple: allopathic 
medicines— with the exception 
of _ anti-biotics, which have 
their own dangers— are inorga- 
nic, which do not go well with 
the human organism. On the 
other hand. Ayurvedic potions 
are organic, being derived 
from herbs, which are living 
matter. They, therefore, go 
very well with the human 
system. 


While INTUC ended Commu- 
nist near-monopoly in the lab- 
our field, it became a victim of 
its own genesis— and became a 
lap dog of the Congress rather 
than the watch-dog of labour 
interests. On the eve of every 
general election, it appealed to 
labour to vote Congress. When- 
ever there was a clash of inter- 
rests between Government and 
Labour, INTUC sided with the 
former. Government and busi- 
ness united to foist INTUC on 
workers even where it had little 
support. 


To this day more Indians are 
treated by Vaids and Hakims 
.than by “Angrezi" Doctors. 


With the rout of the Con- 
gress in March 1977. the 
INTUC found its bottom 
knocked off. It made prompt 
approaches to the Janata Goy-_ 
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e nobody wants Ayur- 


ved to be patronised on “pat 
riotic” grounds, it will be 
highly unpatriotic to subject 
it to continued official neglect. 
Let Ayurved be given the same 
facilities as allopathy— and 
then let the people decide how 
much they will have of which 
system. 


INTUC is a 
Warning 


:n \ pro-Goveniment-— *and 
would continue to be so in the 
future tool The organisation 
has already given up its flag, 
which was the same as the 
Congress flag. And seven mem- 
bers of its executive of 21 have 
joined the Janata Party. There 
ts no doubt that, left to itself, 
INTUC would wither away 
like the Congress. 


as a 


THE AITUC started 
genuine industrial labour orga- 
nisation, backed both by Con- 
gressmen and Communists, 
After the 1942 movement, 
however, Communists virtually 
took over the organisation. 


The fate of INTUC should 
be a warning to those who have 
been trying to put together a 
labour organisation under Jana- 
ta Wings. Such an organisation, 
if and when it materialises, will 
tend to become a puppet organi- 
sation of the ruling party. All 
those interested in labour wel- 
fare, must prevent any such 
betrayal of industrial labour. 


Words of the Week 


Dr. Glen Davidson, project 
coordinator, says that the sys- 
tematic approach and inherent 
features of Aurveda will have 
some impact on the medical 
profession in the USA. The 
“wholistic” concept in Ayur- 
veda, which seeks to treat the 
disease in relation to the tota- 
lity of the body, as compared 
to the “specific” treatment 
meted out by modern medicine, 
is of particular significance. 


There was much madness hut no method in the Emergency. 
If I tell the facts, I believe I am going to he finished. 

—Navin Chnvla 


Indira Gandhi has established a new record of personality 
cult by suffixing her name to her new party. 

—Dr. Karan Singh 


t 
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Bhutto goes to Indira and comes back to tell he has got 
Pakistani territory back. A little later he says that he has 
got the 95,000 POWs hack. What do I bring back if and 
when I go to India? 

— Zir-ul Haq 


Many caronic diseases have 
been treated with Ayurveda 
and the surprising lack of side- 
effects is important. Dr. David- 
son also feels that this branch 
of Indiann medicine could 
contribute significantly ,to the 
cure of skin cancer, hyperten- 
sion and arthritis among other 


Nehru asked me many times to be Vice-President, but 
I always refused. I was not going to sit in Parliament. 

* — Shradha Mata 


l 
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If a Chief Minister has to sneeze, he is asked to come 
New Delhi. 

• -Sheikh Abdullah 


t 
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Artns Race and exploitation 


go together 

... Dr. S. C. Gangal, 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS, JNU 


A GREAT DEAL has been 
written in recent years about 
various disasters confronting 
mankind to-day, such as 
poverty, overpopulation and 
environmental pollution. But, 
manifestly, the most awesome 
threat to human survival is the 
escalating arms race all over 
the world, especially between 
the two super-powers— the 
United States and the USSR. 
Fittingly, therefore, the UN 
General Assembly, as early as 
1959, described the disarma- 
ment and arms control question 
as “the most important one 
facing the world to-day”. 

The arms race has grown 
manifold since 1959. As such 
there is much greater concern 
with the problem of disarma- 
ment in recent years. In T 970, 
the United Nations declared 
the Seventies as the Disarma- 
ment Decade, and in May this 
year a special session of the 
UN General Assembly is due 
to be held in New York- 

FANTASTIC 

World military budgets have 
now crossed the figure of S 350 
billion a year, which works out 
to 40 Million dollars (3.5 crore 
rupees) every hour of the day 
and night. These expenditures 
are 165 times more than the 
total amount spent on peace 


and development all over the 
world under the UN auspices. 
About 80 per cent of these 
are spent by major industrial 
states who are members of the 
various military alliances. ' But 
an alarming feature of military 
spending is that lately more 
and more third-world countries 
are allocating an increasing 
share of their scarce resources 


in the United States, it is esti- 
mated that, as of today, 15-20 
per cent of bauxite and copper, 
8-10 per cent of iron and 
manganese, and 5-8 per cent 
of petroleum are being used up 
in the world-wide armaments 
programme out of the total 
world supply of these scarce 
commodities. Nearly half a 
million scientists, engineers and 


government spending on health 
and medical services in the 
world and, indeed, it exceeds 
the total national income of 
the third world countries. 

OMINOUS 

A particularly dangerous 
aspect of fhe world armaments 
programme in recent years has 
been the growing arms trade 
between the industrialised coun- 
tries and the third world. AM 
the transactions in this trade 
are not known. But even on 
the basis of the limited avai- 
lable data, its volume in the 
first half of the present decade 


Armaments are necessary to sustain this 
exploitative order of tilings- Hence 
disarmament can be effective only if it 
proceeds simultaneously with the efforts 
to establish a new international 
economic order. 


to the acquisition or 'manufac- 
ture of armaments. Their share 
of world military expenditure 
has risen from a bare 5 per cent 
in 1955 to around 20 per cent 
today. 

It is not only the limited 
financial resources of the world 
which are being depleted as a 
result of the armaments race. 
On the 'basis of a 1970 survey 


technologists— about half the 
world’s scientific and technical 
personnel— are engaged in 
military research and develop- 
ment at a cost of 25 billion 
dollars a year. This amount 
represents about 40 per cent 
of all public and private re- 
search and development expen- 
diture in the world today , The 
total world military expenditure 
is twice as much as the total 


was of the order of 20 billion 
dollars. The grave dangers 
implicit in this arms trade are 
two-fold. First, it leads to an 
enormous diversion of scarce 
third world resources for non- 
productive uses. Secondly, the 
vast concentration of highly 
sophisticated armaments in the 
region tends to exacerbate ten- 
sions and promote instability* 
In this context* it is significant 


Running battle between Steel f 



THOUGH the decision of 
the Union Cabinet to permit 
the Steel Ministry to import 
over one million tonnes of high 
grade metallurgical coal on the 
basis of global tenders has re- 
moved a major point of fric- 
tion between the Steel and 
Energy Ministries, the two are 
still pointing their guns at each 
other over another matter— the 
control of cokiog coal washe- 
ries. 

PRODUCTION DOWN 

la fact, the running feud 
between the two Ministries over 
the glaring failures of the Coal 
India Ltd. the apex authority 
of all coalmines created after 
complete nationalisation in 
1973, has highlighted not only 
the unsatisfactory performance 
of the CIL in the matter of un- 
interrupted coking coal sup- 
plies, but also its general per- 
formance in terms of poor out- 
put in the current year— 88 
million tonnes as against 101 
million tonnes last year— and 
grand total of piling up losses 
— over Rs 500 crores since 
nationalisation in 1973. In the 
current year the total loss is 
likely to be Rs 80 crores. 

The Energy Ministry’s expla- 
nation is that the shortfall in 
coal production this year is not 
entirely due to any endemic 
maladies of the CIL. It is due 
to shortfall in supply of explo- 
sives, power shortage and 
strained labour situation. The 
situation has improved during 





the last two months and now 
the daily turnout is said to be 
25 % higher than that ■ in 
November 1977. 

However, the fact remains 
that there is near confusion in 
the top hierarchy of the CIL, 
leading to lack of much-needed 
coordination among various 
wings. This has been the situa- 
tion since the recent reorgani- 
sation of the CIL set-up where- 
by the apex body’s powers 
were clipped and the chairman- 
managing directors of its three 
subsidiaries were mabe chiefs 
of autonomous bodies. This 


various units and various wings 
of the CIL are moving in dif- 
ferent directions, devoid of any 
perspective. 

The net result is that produc- 
tion is falling short of current 
annual target this year by 
some 15 million tonnes and 
pit-head stocks have come 
down from the safe level of 10 
million tonnes to 8 million ton- 
nes. Moreover, illegal mining 
(by sub-contractors) pilferage 
in transit and black marketing 
by diversion of wagons to non- 
scheduled areas is on the in- 
crease. This is the inevitable 
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Imported coal will cost 
many times more than 
indigenous coal 


has resulted in a kind of 
“neither here nor there situa- 
tion” which does not allow 
true independence to the sub- 
sidiaries even while loosening 
up the earlier set-up. 

To cap it all, a sort of 'brain 
drain’ is threatening Coal 
India. It was there since the 
nationalisation, but it seems to 
have been accelerated recently, 
with some half a dozen middle 
to- high executives leaving to 
try their luck elsewhere. This 
is said to be due to a feeling of 
drift, so that it is said that the 


result of the general shortage 
of coal, so that a trainload of 
coal brings a blackmarket pre- 
mium of nearly Rs one lakh. 

Some State Governments, like 
that of Orissa, have complain- 
ed of such diversion of allotted 
stocks. 

However, the conflict between 
the Ministry of Steel and Mines 
and that of Energy over the 
matter of control over coal 
production, tells its own tale of 
lack of coordination between 
two departments of the Union 
Government, It is strange but 


H"» 

true that while coal mining was 
detached from the Ministry of 
Steel and Mines in 1973 after 
nationalisation — to make it 
part of the Energy Ministry for 
better energy planning — the 
top bureaucrats of the coal and 
other Departments of the 
Energy Ministry are hardly on 
speaking terms withieach. other. 
And the Ministry of Steel is 
fretting aud fuming in its own 
parlour for lack of control over 
coking coal supplies. Being 
the major user of matallurgical 
coal in the country, the Minis- 
try rightly feels that coal 
mining should also be placed 
under its wings. 

QUALITY WORSE 

A recent report says that un- 
less the quality of coal supplied 
to the Bokaro Steel Plant im- 
proves, its blast furnaces may 
have to be dosed down. For 
while steel production has al- 
ready over-shot the target of 
the year by about half a million 
tonnes — and by the end of the 
current financial year it may 
touch the 10 million mark as 
against less than 9 million last 
year— the Steel plants are 
severely handicapped because 
of the high content of ash in 
the coking coal supplied to 
them. 

{Continued ou page J) 
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that nearly all the armed con- 
flicts that have taken place 
across the globe since World 
War II, have been in the third- 
world: and the weapons that 
have been used have mainly 
come from the industrialized 
countries. 

In view of these alarming as- 
pects of the arms race, it is 
necessary to give serious 
thought to, and initiate mean- 
ingful programmes of disarma- 
ment. To this end, a series 
of disarmament or arms control 
agreements have been signed 
under UN auspices or other- 
wise during the last two de- 
cades, notably the Partial Test 
Ban Treaty (PTBT) of 1963, 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) in 1968. SALT-ABM 
Treaty in 1972 and the Vladi- 
vostak Accord in 1974. 

MAY 1978 

The PTBT, as its very name 
sugg sts, is a partial or half- 
hearted exercise. The nuclear 
weapon powers, France and 
China, refused to sign it, More- 
over, even for the other signa- 
tories it did not ban u nder- 
ground testing. Hence it creat- 
ed no difficulties for the 
nuclear weapon states. The 
NPT, as is now widely known 
here and elswhere is a patent- 
ly discriminatory arrangement. 

In any case, it puts no curbs 
on the on owing nuclear wea- 
pons programme of the super- 
powers and the other nuclear- 
weapon states. Hence as a 
disarmament measure, it is 
neither here nor there, As for 
the SALT agreements, they are 
a bilateral agreement designed 
primarily as a balance of power 
exercise between the two super- 
powers and not as a measure 
directed towards world disar- 
mament. Hence the field is 
wide open for new, meaningful 
initiatives on disarmament in 
the special General Assembly ^ 
session in May and, also, at 
1 the preparatory meeting in 
Geneva this month. 

Disarmament, however, is 
hot an isolated problem. It is 
a debatable question whether 
armaments cause wars and ten- 
sion or whether armaments 
themselves are maintained to 
deal with political and other 
conflicts arising out of various 
other causes. It is like the egg 
and lien controversy which we 
had better not pursue further. 
Perhaps, it would be reasonable 
to say that disarmament is a 
part of the larger problem of 
world order which has many 
facets such as economic, terri- 
torial, strategic and political. 

There are, first, the wide 
disparities between the so-call- 
ed rich North and the poor 
South. One quarter of the 
world’s people— the indus- 
trialised countries— own three- 
quarters of its wealth and re- 
sources; while three-fourths of 
the world’s population— in the 
third world countries— suffer in 
poverty, backwardness and illi- 
teracy. Armaments are neces- 
sary to sustain this exploitative 
order of things. Hence disar- 
mament can be effective only if 
it proceeds simultaneously with 
the efforts to establish a new 
international economic order. 

Secondly, apart from wide 
economic disparities, there are 
numerous political or territorial 
disputes among the nations of 
the world, especially in the 
third world, such as the dispu- 
tes between the Arabs and 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Orissa Chief Minister in 
serious trouble 


BHUBANESWAR : Tlie 
seven-month old Janata 
administration in Orissa 
is still to register itself on 
the minds of the people. 
Its performance so far has 
been lackadaisical. Quies- 
cence in administration 
has created an impression 
that both the party and 
the Government are rud- 
derless. 

■ 

' After the June 1977 .elec- 
tions, there was keen rivalry 
for leadership of' the State 
Legislature party. There were 
quite a few aspirants. But due 
to the support of Biju Patnaik, 
Shri Nilamani Rautaroy be- 
came C.M. , 

The main argument against 
the Chief Minister is that al- 
though he has Jong experience 
as legislator and minister, 
he lacks dynamism. In the 
political circles of the ’ State.. 


From Our Correspondent 


he is regarded a second ranker. 
Besides, bis uncommunicative- 
ness does not endear him to 
his colleagues. 

His another minus point is 
that he was not arrested during 
the Emergency although he 
was the leader of .the Pragati 
Party, the then main opposi- 


cut short those underground 
workers who went to him for 
guidance and financial help. 
Just on the eve, and again 
after, the Assembly elections, 
when his choice as leader of 
Janata Assembly Party became 
known, the Emergency period 
Chief Minister, Shrimati Nan- 
dini Satpathy, who had since 


nineteen months in Incarcera- 
tion, find It difficult to support 
the CM. Both of them feel that 
even singly, they command 

K ater support In the Assembly 
rty. They are therefore 
waiting to the wings for an 
appropriate moment to oust 
him from the leadership. 

On the organisational front, 
the Janata Party position isjio 


« „ m 

Some Janata MLAs may 
defect to Reddy Congress? 


tion in the State Assembly. 
Rather his election to Rajya 
Sabha during those dark days, 
against the wishes of most of 
t!ie members of the erstwhile 


joined the C.F.D., made an 
oblique reference to Shri 
Rautaroy’s quiet “undertak- 
ing to the then Government 
for which he was not arrested 


party, disrupted its solidarity; although most of the opposi- 


most of the Swatantra members 
who had joined it, left the 
party in protest. 

Further he allegedly avoid- 
ed underground activities and 


tion leaders were put behind 
the bars. 

Shri Prahlad Mallik and 
Shri Prutap Chandra Mohanti, 
senior ministers, who spent 



Congress conspiracy to agitate 
Headworks issue exposed 

. . . From Our Correspondent 


l 


l 


CHANDIGARH: Soon alter 
Shrimati Indira Gcsdhi’s 
oomsday in March last year 
owe «T her foxier fait***** 
in Punjab had remarked: 
“We have grown so much 
cactus hi the politico-admlnis 
t rati vi- let up that it would 
be a treat to sec Janata ru- 
ler? dance with the thorny 
itch.” Most of the cactus 
have wilted in the exposures 
before the Shall Commission 
but some remain. 

The Punjab canal bead- 
works issue as a direct legacy 
of the Congress rule width 
specialised in a generating 
irritants to create inter-Statc 
disputes and then blackmail- 
ing the disputants to Central 
Congress submission. By 
the time Punjab was reorga- 
nised— to create Haryana 
and the present Punjab and 
Himachal Pradesh— it had 
become plain to Congress 
bosses that their days in 
Punjab were numbered. The 
Centre, which had then only 
recently passed on to Shri- 
mati Indira Gandhi, wanted 
to introduce irritants which 
could not only k'ecp Punjab 
entangled with the neighbour- 
ing States but keep the op- 
tions for Central intervention 
wide open. The Punjab 
canal headworks, the Chandi 
garh city and the territorial 
adjustment on the basis of 
“spoken language” were 
some of these irritants. 

There are three canal head- 
works in Punjab which, arc 
supposed to be under the ad- 
ministration of the Bhakhra 
Management Board. These 
are situated at Ropar, Harike 
and Ferozepur, The Sirhind 
Canal issues from the river 
Satfuj at Ropar and irrigates 
Punjab lands almost to its 
entirety. Only 2 ero point 


sixty six percent (.66%) of the 
water of this canal goes to 
Haryana. The Ueadwork of 
Ferozepur, too. Is almost 
non- controversial as if Is a 
flood-oriented channel only. 

The Harike headwork is 
vitally related to the Irriga- 
tion system in Rajasthan and 
needs Central supervision 
only if Rajasthan suspects 
mala fide operation by Pun- 
jab engineers. Bat there is 
no such complaint. The 
Congress rulers could always 
incite Rajasthan. Govern- 
ment to lodge complaints 
against Punjab; but with the 
. Janata Party ruling Hajas- 
than and a firm Akafi-Janata 
coalition ruling Punjab, the 

Punjab and 
Rajasthan 
agree to 
status quo 

question of any mala fides 
just does not arise. Nobody 
can even think, in the present 
atmosphere of inter-Stale 
spirit of harmony, that the 
Punjab Government would 
interfere with the flow of 
w aters allocated to at Rajas- 
than and Haryana under the 
old agreement. And if there 1 
are any matters of detail, the 
three States can have a joint 
cadre of engineers to lo.ok 
after this matter. 

The issue of these head- 
works was not heard of as 
long as the Congress was in 
power. It would lie dormant 
even now but the issue was 
thrown up by the Congress 
agents in the Akali Dal with 
the active collaboration from 
the discredited Congress it- 
self. 


The first to stir It up was 
Dr Jagjit Singh of London, 
whose links with the Cong- 
ress are well-known. The 
controversy almost synchro- 
nised with Hie clearance of the 
valuable Rs. 100 crorc Thieo 
Dam project by the Centre. 
That clearance was a great 
achievement of the Akaii- 
Janata Government and the A 
Chief Minister, Sardar Par- jc 
kash Singh Badal, got kudos > 
from the people of the State 
Tor this. The pro-Congress 
elements in the Akali Dal. 
who saw in the ascendency of 
Badal their own abysmal 
downfall, started a row on 
the issue of the headworks 
unfortunately, some- Akali 
leaders also unwittingly got 
involved in it, thus falling a 
prey to the Coigress conspi- 
racy. But the sagacity on the 
part of Sardar Badal, former 
Union Minister far Irrigation 
and Agriculture, Sardar Sur- 
jit Singe Baraala, the Pun- 
jab Janata Party President, 
Shri Yagya Datta Sharma, 
M.P; and the Janata Party 
Ministers of Punjab has scot 
died this dirty plot. 

Every sane man was sur- 
prises' over the controversy 
as it was nothing but a storm 
in the tea cup. There are 
many vital issues before the 
State Government and the 
people of Punjab, fay and 
large, did not reKsh the futile 
headworks debate and refused 
to be drawn into it. Thus, 
the controversy is now sub- 
siding with a whimper after 
erupting with a bang. And 
in the back-wash of the con- 
troversy, the mischief mongers 
stand exposed. Already the 
Chief Ministers of Punjab 
and Rajasthan have agreed 
to the status quo arrange- 
ment. 


better. The erstwhile Socialist 
leader, Shri Bishwanath Pandit, 
who was nominated as Presi- 
dent of the party, has not shed 
his old party affiliations. In 
the reorganisation of district 
Janata committees, he is push- 
ing his old party associates, 
to the annoyance of others. 
Needlpss to say Socialists never 
had a strong base in the State. 
To counter his plan, others in 
the party are forming separate 
youth organisations. These 
organisations swear by Janata 
party ideology. Three youth 
organisations have sprung up 
within these seven months but 
none of them is prepared to 
be guided by the State Presi- 
dent of the Party. 

Of these three organisations, 
the Orissa Yuva Janata, 
formed by a few legislators of 
the ruling party, levelled grave 
charges of corruption against 
certain ministers. They held a 
week-long campaign against 
corruption. 

The sterile leadership of the 
Janata has disappointed the 
people. Like Congressmen, 
they have no ideology, no prin- 
ciples. The psesent leaders in 
the State Janata Party, barring 
a few, were Congressmen in the 
past. No wonder their quali- 
ties remain unaltered though 
the label has changed. “What 
better can you expect of 
them”? people often say. 

While the State has slipped 
into political and economic 
doldrums, a section of the 
partymen are planning to join 
the Reddy Congress. On this 
question the erstwhile Utkal 
C ingress— which subsequently 
became Pragati Party and later 
joined B.L.D. to merge ulti- 
mately into the Janata— is 
sharply divided. Those who 
wish to return to the parent 
body argue (hat it was because 
of Indira Gandhi that they had 
left the Congress in 1969. 
Since she has been ousted, 
there could be no objection to 
their returning to the old fold. „ 

But the major section or the 
party is not enthusiastic about 
leaving Janata. They know 
that Janata can carry on even 
without them. They also fear 
that people in general would 
not like the break up of the 
Janata. But the so-called “pro- 
gressive” group wants to streng- 
then the Congress with CPU 
and leftist forces that have not 
joined Janata. 

Soon after the Congress split 
last month and Shri Biju 
Patnaik’s quick visit to Bhu- 
bhaneswar, the atmosphere 
was surcharged with rumours 
that a big chunk of the Orissa 


Parents still prefer 
Sons! 

. . . Padmavatj Ram, Gwalior 

Notwithstanding *the mod- 
ern equality of sex", a 
large majority of parents 
throughout the world still 
prefer sons. 

According to a Population 
Reference Bureau survey, 
even in USA, “ twice as many 
women prefer boys, and the 
husbands prefer boys over 
girts by as much as 3 or 4 
to 1." 

♦ 

When the women were 
asked why , the most com- 
mon reasons were to please 
their husbands, to carry on 
the family name and to pro- 
vide a companion for the 
husband. Girls were desired 
as companions for the moth- 
ers, because it war fun to 
dress them and fuss with 
their hair , because they were 
easier to { aise and more 
obedient, because they could 
do housework and care for 
other children and because 
they were cuter, sweeter and 
not as mean. 

In Bangladesh , 91 per cent 
of those asked said they 
would rather have boys. 
Only 2 per cent preferred 
girls and the rest said either. 
In India , 78 per cent pre- 
ferred boys, 5 per cent girls 
and 17 per cent either. 


Janata Party, including the 
erstwhile Socialists, would join 
Reddy Congress after the 
coming Assembly elections to 
five States. Shri Binayak 
Acharya. U.P.C.C. President, 
is said to be in contact with 
some leaders of the Orissa 
Janata Party. He is reported 
to have offered the post he is 
presently holding to a veteran 
leader who has not associated 
himself with any party. 

Meanwhile, the Indira Cong- 
ress leader of Orissa, Shri 
Janaki Bailav Pattnaik, is try- 
ing to organise the Indira fac- 
tion. Koraput D.C.C. held its 
meeting on January 31 at 
Jeypore and the District Presi- 
dent, Shri Raghunath Patnaik, 
later declared that the D.C.C. 
had in a resolution, supported 
the Congress led by Indira 
Gandhi. Prior to the passing 
of the resolution, as stated by 
him, there were angry exchan- 
ges among the members over 
the presence of a few outsiders 
and when the D.C.C. President 
announced that they were 
invitees, three of the five 
Congress M.L.A.s of the dis- 
trict along with some D.C.C. 
members walked out of the 
meeting. Two days later 
U.P.C.C. President removed 
Stiri Raghunath Patnaik from 
D.C.C. Presidentship and 
appointed Shri Ram Chandra 
Ulaka in his place. 

Whatever Shri J. B. Patnaik 
may claim about the support 
of Congress M.L.As. to the 
Indira faction, the fact is other- 
wise. The Reddy Congress 
might gain in strength in the 
State through defections from 
Janata, but the conventionists 
have no future in the State. 

There is one exception, 
Shrimati NandinI Satpathy Is 
lying low at the moment but 
she is not inactive. Her dis- 
enchantment with the Janata 
and her new-found love for 
Indira Gandhi are only too 
apparent. Her followers In the 
Congress and outside are, 
awaiting her signal to swell the 
ranks of Indira Congress. 
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Attacks on Hare Krishna 
Brahmacharis in USA 


NEW YORK : Although 
USA is the crucible of many 
cultures, it is now very alter* 
gfc to any new culture. 
Perhaps it as the reflex action 
of a society afraid of jet 
another culture perchance 
acting as a detonator, to 
splinter its hard-wan homo- 
geneity. Nothing else could 
explain the institution of 
post-World War II Com* 
m it tee to expose aud punish 
4 *UN- American Activities.” 
It was a modernised version 
of the Inquisition, which 
punished all serious dissent 

A few years back I was 
walking along a street in a 
suburb of Boston when some 
youths started yelling at me 
menacingly. I realised that 
they were objecting to my 
fur cap, which they obvious- 
ly thought of as something 
specially Russian. 

The same psychology ex- 
plains the recent attacks on 
Hindu devotees of the Hare 
Krishna movement in some 
States of the US, Shri 
A. Ghosh writes from Hous- 
ton. 

MURDEROUS 

3IGOTS 

The attacks are being or- 
ganised by murderous bigots 
who kidnap young brahma- 
charis and then remove them 
to places like Tucson, Ari- 
zona, where obscure State 
laws permit the hoodlums to 
lock up the devotees against 
their win, brutalise them for 
long periods, insult their 
Hindu Gods and Goddesses, 
tear up their holy books 
such as the Bhagavad-Gita 
and rub the torn pages onto 
their genitals etc. until such 
time they give up and say 
that they would no longer 
follow this religion. Such 


treatment is euphemistically 
called * deprogramming 1 . The 
leading ^programmer 5 is a 
black man called Ted Patrick’ 
descendant of a Negro slave 
who himself was kidnapped 
some hundreds of years 
ago. 5 ’ 

“Ted Patrick recently 
attempted to kidnap a 23- 
year-old Hindu devotee 
from the Hare Krishna ash- 
ram at Houston, He was 
unsuccessful in his attempt 
in this instance, but his at- 
tempt was proven and the 
Hare Krishna authorities 
would like to press kidnaping 
charges against this man. 
The District Attorney of 
Houston, however, for some 

The tribe 

of 

Ted . Patricks 

reason, is refusing to permit 
the Hare Krishna authorities 
to press the charges. Shri. 
Jagannatb Suta of Los An- 
geles Hare Krishna Center 
writes : 

HELD IN 
MOTEL 


When Congressmen thought they 
were above I.P.C. 


1 NEW DELHI: In the second 
volume of his autobiography, 
“LIVING AN ERA” to be 
published shortly, Shri D,F. 
Mishra dwells at some length 
on the RSS ban in 1948-49. 

Mishra, as Home Minister 
of the then C,F. & Berar, 
found Nagpur and the sur- 
rounding area “in the throes 
of an unprecedented lawless- 
ness, 5 * following Gandhiji’s 
murder. 

He writes: Those who in- 
dulged in these unlawful acti- 
vities also included a large 
Dumber of Congressmen be- 
longing Hi ; Brahman com 
/ trinities. in fact, in Nag- 
^ pur and Berar the trouble- 

V makers were mostly Coiig- 
Q ressmen, some being even 
ft office bearers of the various 
a Congress committees. Among 
/ those arrested by the police 
v there were more than a 
C) hundred Congressmen and I 
Q was immediately subjected 
ft to pressure for (heir release, 
* In a meeting of prominent 
v Congressmen of Nagpur I 

V had to face servers criticism. 

L When they thereatened to 
take their complaint to Home 


Minister Patel, I had to tell 
them to bring a directive for 
me from Delhi that Congress- 
men had been exempted from 
the operation of the Indian 
Penal Code, 

* 

Shri Mishra adds : “That 
Mahatma Gandhi's assassi- 
tion gave a handle to unscru- 
pulous politicians to defame 

D. P. Mishra 
remembers 

1948 


and, if possible, to pull down 
their rivals, is difficult to 
deny. The attempt that was 
made in Delhi to bring Patel 
a non-Brahma n, himself into 
disrepute and to cause a 
breach between him and 
Nehru, is well known. But 
the malady had gone deeper. 
For instance, in my own 
province I came across a 
Special B-anch report that at 
a conference of Nagpur and 
Berar Congressmen held in 
Amraoti, it was stated that 
'the assassin of Gandhi 


was a Brahman and as such 
no Brahman, be he a Maha- 
rashtrian, Gujarati, Mf rwari 
or from UP, could be c» s trus- 
ted with the responsibi. ty of 
governance’' and the fact 
that CP was being goi .rued 
by Brahman Ministers ‘is a 
challenge to the purr y of 
the Congress” Or * mrse 
UP Brahmans meant R.S. 
Shu kin and myself and Guja- 
rati stood for our Finance 
Minister D.K. Mehta.” 

When the Government fail- 
ed to lift the ban on the RSS, 
the Swayamsevaks, writes 
Mishra, ‘with a disciplined 
widespread organisation, 
particularly in the Hindi and 
Marathi-speaking regions, 
were determined to demons- 
rate that they could give as 
good an account of their 
strength against the Congress 
Government as the Congress 
had given against British 
authority.” And in this they 
succeeded very well. “With- 
in the first five days, 16,421 
arrests were made, about two- 
thirds of them bemg in the 
provinces of Bombay, UP, 
CP and Berar.” 


Coal washeries have not been functioning 


“Our mission is 
that Ted Patrick is 
up and never allowed 
out of jail.” Ted 


to see 
locked 
to get 
Patrick 


had earlier successfully, kid- 
napped several devotees of 
the Hare Krishna temple, the 
mo/e renowned among them 
being Sri Laxminaryan, 
who was kidnapped some 
three years ago and was 
held in a motet room for a 
considerable period of 
time.” 


(< Continued frontpage 4) 

It is in this context that the 
Ministry of Steel has been 
pressing for import of high 
grade coal though The Ministry 
of Energy has been opposing it 
on the specious plea that it 
would be a reflection on its 
own performance, , apart from 
being a dratfl -tar tne Torergn 
exchange reserves. The Union 
Cabinet has seen the point that 
the utilisation of such reserves 
for import of high grade coal 
with low ash content is desir- 
able for avoiding further dam- 
age to the blast plants as well 
as for economic use of domes- 
tic reserves of such coal which 
may. not last for more than 
forty years. 


In fact, it is for such genuine 
purposes of augmenting our 
limited natural resources that 
part of the bulging foreign ex- 
change reserves should be used. 

An analysis of the coking 
coal supplied to the Steel plants 
during the last few months 


It is a still greater pity that 
the coal washeries installed for 
the purpose of refining coal 
for supply to steel plants, have 
not been functioning properly. 
It is reported that they have 
been used to no more than 
50% of capacity. It is such 
unsatisfactory performance 


shows that the charged coat that fibs compelled the Steel 


ash per cent on an average 
was 21 to 27, as against the 
safe average of 17 to 19 per 
cent. It is a pity indeed that 
the very high grade coal, with 
ash content of only 9 to 10 
per cent, was available in the 
country' till recently, but its 
reserves have been almost ex- 
hausted by reckless unnecessary 
use in the locomotives. 


Ex-students of BHU Units 


YASANT PANCHAMI, the 
Festival of Spring, brings to 
our mind, among other things 
the hallowed memory of 
Pandit Madan Mohan Mala- 
viya, who founded the 
Hindu University on 
, sixty-one years ago. 
Appropriately enough the 
reigning deity of BHU is 
Saraswati, the Goddess of 
Learning, who is also asso- 
ciated with Vasant Panchmi. 

The “Spotless Pandit”, as 
many members of the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council 
described the Mahatma, was, 
according to Rev. C.F. 
Andrews, “dearer to the 
vast majority of Hindu pub- 
lic, than even Mahatma 
Gandhi.” And Mahakavi 
Tagore lauded his services in 
these terms : “Your clarion 
call has awakened many 
parts of the country and many 
devoted workers are gather- 
ing round you. May your 
exortations touch the hearts 
and stir him to 


of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the 
world-renowned exponent of 
Hindu culture who succeeded 
Malaviyaji as its Vice- 
Chancellor in 1938. Similar- 
ly, it reminds us of Gnruji 
Shri M.S. Goiwalkar, who 
was at the BHU from 1924 
to 1928 as student and then 
from 1930 to 1933 as teacher. 
As Sarsanghchalak after the 


To realise 
the ideal 
of 

Malaviyaji 


crisis. A certain lack 
direction has affected 
position as a centre 
national reconstruction. 


of 

its 

of 


passing away of Dr Hedge- 
war, Shri Guruji nurtured 
the RSS as a supreme socio- 
cultural and nationiist move- 
ment with a moral bias. 

It is a pity that this great 
institution founded by that 
Modem Maharshl and 
Kamayogi has also been a 
victim of the recent national 


It is time for retrospection 
for the former students 
BHU as to in what way they 
can make their contribution 
to perpetuate the ideals 
its great founder. With this 
end in view, a meeting 
those associated with 
University since its inception 
is proposed to be called in 
Delhi on Varsh Pratipada 
Day, April 9, 1978. We 
hope to have the privilege of 
being addressed by some of 
our revered leaders on the 
occasion. 


For further information, 
piease contact : 

Dr. S.S. Chadha, 
Keshwa Kunj, 
Jhandewala, 


Pandit Madan Mohan 


Minis! ry to demand the tram- 
fer of the washeries to its 
charge. The dispute has taken 
such an ugly turn that the PM 
has promised to intervene in 
the matter and settle it. ■ 

PRICES UP 

Meanwhile, an expert com- 
mittee is going into the cost 
structure of the CIL, with 
particular reference to the ques- 
tion of coal prices. For the 
C1L complains of losses due 
to uneconomic price of coal. 
Coal has been raised by a 
total of prices 50% since 
nationalisation, in the wake of 
mounting losses due to higher 
wage bills after regularisation 
of lakhs of ad hoc workers in 
the nationalised coal mines. 
While the Energy Minister has 
scotched rumours about im- 
minent rise jn coal prices, im- 
port of high-grade coal at Rs 
50 crore per million tonnes 
may justify the case for Rs 50 
per tonne increase in supplies 
of the CIL coal to steel plants, 
at least for equalisation of 
prices in terms of ash content 
percentage. For, the landed 
cost of imported coal will be 
seven to eight times that of the 
Indian coal! 

While the cost enquiry cor.i- 
mitte is going into the CIL's 
case for upward revision of the 
present ‘uneconomic’ coal 
-prices in view of mounting 
losses, it is generally felt that 
the CIL has to be pulled up 
for better showing in terras of 
production which may help it 
to set off considerable losses. 
Moreover, loss in prod iction 
is telling on the general indus- 
trial efficiency and the perfor- 
mance of thermal plar .. 
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China’s 45 million 
‘Backward classes’ 


A FEW YEARS BACK a 
Chinese journalist from Taiwan 
told me that the communists 
had liquidated five million 
people on the mainland. I said 
that according to a Radio 
Peking report, briefly published 
in the Indian Press in the early 
fifties, they had liquidated 3 
million “reactionaries”. My 
Chinese friend thereupon re- 
marked: “A regime which 

can admittedly kill 3 million' 
will have no compunction in 
killing 5 million.” 

He was right. What to talk 
of 3 million, even three lakhs 
murdered would constitute a 
genocide. And yet nobody 
talks of it! I have a hunch 
that the West highlights sup- 
pression of human rights in 
Russia but not in China, be- 
cause it sees a serious rival in 
the former but not in the 
latter. 

However, from the world 
view of things, human rights 
are as relevant to the Chinese 
as to the Russians. Sad to say, 
Chinese officials still stick to 
Mao Tse-tung's formula that 
5 per cent of the nation are 
“reactionaries” and that as 
such, they are not entitled even 
to those rights which are sup- 
posed to be enjoyed by the 
rest of the people. In a nation 
of 900 million, 5 per cent 
would account for 45 million 
people. One of the few Wes- 
tern journalists who dared con- 
front a Chinese official with a 
question about the 5 percent, 
William Safiro of The New 
York Times, at least managed 
to extract an embarrassed 
acknowledgement that perhaps 
the figures might be somewhat 
less than the percentages sug- 
gest. 

According to Ross Munro of 
Toronto Globe and Mail, about 
30 million people are still clas- 
sed as “rich peasants” because 
they had owned a few acres of 
land and had a few hired labo- 
rers before the communists 
came to power. The “rich 
peasants” are second-class 
citizens, receiving between 10 
and 20 per cent less pay than 
others doing the same work. 
The sins of the fathers are visi- 
ted on the children, whose 
entry to schools is restricted. 
Their families are not entitled 
to the free medical care, such 
as it is, available to other 
Chinese. Ssveral million ‘‘re- 
actionaries' * are still confined 
in * ■reform’* prisons. 

TEN YEARS AFTER the Rus- 
sians overthrew Du beck of 
CwhosJovaJda, that countiy 
is yet to recover from those 
wounds. As many as four 
lakh persons* believed to be 
supporters of Dubcek, were 
demoted and dishonoured. 
Most of them stay demoted 
and dishonoured. 

Many of these highly educa- 
ted men are still stoking coal 
in ovens. There are scientists 
Working as night watchmen; 
departmental heads working 
as clerks in their own establish- 
ments. There are Ph.Ds. driv- 
ing cars. Their places every- 
where have been taken over by 
competent but more pliable 


men. The result is utter medio- 
crity all-roimd. 

For these mediocres, there 
are the official perquisites of 
chauffeured cars, official apart- 
ments, summer and winter cot- 
tages, trips to the resorts of the 
Black Sea and even the ski 
country of West Germany and 
Austria and, of course, the 
salaries and bonuses that may 
be I0 ? even 20, times those of 
menial workers. 


question as some realize the ad- 
vantages to be gained from par- 
ty membership and plunge into 
the establishment structure. 
Even within families, a party 
member is treated with a mea- 
sure of contempt or pity.** 

FOR MORE THAN a decade, 
and until very recently, Canada 
had tended to drift away from 
the USA. That American com- 
panies were having an increas- 
ing share of Canada’s resources 


other nice things. The Cana" 
dians were delighted. 

Credit for this dramatic 
change in relations goes to the 
French-speaking Canadian pro- 
vince of Quebec. Last year 
secessionist Levesque was elec- 
ted Premier of Quebec. And 
recently Levesque called for a 
referendum next year to decide 
whether Quebec continue to 
be part of Canada*— or become 
a separate and sovereign State. 


Czechoslovakia's four lakh political Untouchables 
Canadian Fear of Balkanisation 
Petrobillions in dilemma 


Writes David A. Andelman 
in the New York Times: “It is 
difficult to overestimate the 
hatred and contempt with 
which such officials and most 
party members are held by the 
90 per cent of the population 
who are not members of the 
Communist party. 

“Long-time of friends have 
split with each other over the 


and markets— from power to 
newspapers to chocolates— had 
irked Canada. This situation 
was freely described as “foreign 
domination”. But no more. 

The other day US Vice- 
President Mondale described 
Trudeau, Canadian Premier, as 
“a priceless asset to the indus- 
trialised world", “a remarka- 
ble Prime Minister” and many 


The prospect of Quebec sec- 
eding, has frightened Cana- 
dians with' prospects of “Bal- 
kanisation”. There has, there- 
fore, been a quiet exodus of 
Canadian money and small 
companies to the adjoining 
areas of USA. 

Last month a big .storm 
broke-over the land where Sun 
Life Assurance Co., one of the 


How Indian monkeys helped 
American nuclear programme 


i 


Prime Minister Morarji 
bhal has done very well to 
ban the export of monkeys. 

Most of our rbesus mon- 
keys were being sent to USA 
where they were thoroughly 
misused for nuclear experi- 
ments and other “scientific” 
cruelties. Now USA pro- 
pose to import thesame from 
Bangladesh. 

Perhaps Dr, Rajendra 
Prasad was after ail right in 
wanting the protection of 
monkeys to be inscribed in 
(he Constitution— along with 
that of the cow. Flora and 
fauna are a part of nature in 
its balance. Any indiscrimi- 
nate destruction of nature 
can only disturb this balance 
—and hurt all nature, inclu- 
ding mad. 

Back in 1955, Indo-US 
agreement on the export of 
monkeys specified that for 
each shipment, the Surgeon 
General of the US Public 
Health Service must sign a 
statement declaring: I here- 
by certify that the monkeys 
now being purchased will be 
used only for medical re- 
search or the production of 
anti-poliomyelitis vaccine . . 
and that regular inspections 
shall be made , to assure 
humane treatment of these 
monkeys.” 

The agreement also declar- 
ed that rhesus monkeys “will 
not be used in atomic blast 
experiments or for space re- 
search.” It has now been 
discovered that contrary to 
these agreements, US aimed 
forces have used 1379 mon- 


. . A. Ghosh, Houston, USA 

keys supplied from India in 
tests designed to simulate the 
effects of the neutron bomb, 
which kills not by blast or 
burning but by radiation. 

In order to determine mon- 
keys’ work capacity when 
healthy, they were condition- 
ed by means of electric 
shocks to run on treadmill 
for six hours. Then they 
were subjected to huge doses 
of radiation -from two to 
ten times what would ordina- 
rily be fatal for most human 
beings— then put back on 
the treadmill to see how their 
capacities had been impaired 
and how long they survived 

Morarji Stops 

criminal 

export 

They lasted from seven hours 
to almost six days. In the 
meantime they suffered the 
predictable effects of exces- 
sive radiations exposure: 
vomiting, diaiThoea, loss of 
hair. 

Even the laboratory test 
did not adhere to the speci- 
fications of the agreement. 
Here are some of the experi- 
ments performed in the vari- 
ous laboratories. 

—Ten monkoys were im- 
mersed iu water at 90 
degree C(194 degree F) 
for 15 seconds for an 
xamination of burns; 

—Ten monkeys were shot 
through the head fpr a 
study of gun shot [ wounds 


—Monkeys were operated 
on without anesthesia so 
doctors could study 

shock. 

It is started that India ex- 
ported some 20,000 -monkeys 
last year, of which US im- 
ported some 12,000. After 
these disclosures, India has 
stopped export of all monkey 
which has created some kind 
of panic in this country as 
at) experiments in connec- 
tion with neutron bomb deve- 
lopment might he delayed. 

The American Press is full 
of sob stories for the Indian 
monkey exporters and how 
their businesses will be ruin- 
ed if Morarji Desai stops the 
monkey export. With the 
1300 monkeys that the US 
has in hand, talks are going 
on to start breeding centers 
all over the US so that the 
little countries like India 
cannot dictate to big coun- 
tries like the US. The first 
question that comes to mind 
is: Wasn’t there any provi- 
sion in the agreement that 
no breeding should be per- 
mitted be the receiving coun- 
-ry from Indian monkeys 
without permission from the 
donor country ? It seems that 
as far as enriched uranium 
goes, similar conditions are 
there In the cons tract, 

The GOI may not be wil- 
ling to make atomic weapons 
even for India’s defence, but 
so/ar it has been a good 
friend of the US nuclear ar- 
mament development effort 
by helping codsfdcrably in 
the gathering of knowledge 
of neutron bomb’s effects. 
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biggest life insurance companies 
of the world, decided to move 
its headquarters from French- 
speaking Montreal to English- 
speaking Toronto. 

Levesque promptly accused 
big business of a plot to “des- 
tabilise” the economy of Que- 
bec. Under advice from the 
Federal Government, Sun As- 
surance put off its decision. 
But uneasiness persists. 

The English-speaking Cana- 
dians have shed their old fears 
of USA and come out for 
“continental ism”, uniting the 
interests of USA and Canada. 

EVER SINCE the petrodollars 
started pouring into the West, 
UK and USA have been par- 
ticularly worrying about its 
consequences. The Sheikhs have 
bought hotels and banks and 
whole islands in the USA. The 
other day they bought three 
luxury hotels in Paris. 

Reported William Tuohy of 
the Las Angeles Times: ‘‘Many 
Britons are having difficulty 
adjusting to the ‘Arabization’ 
of London, which has turned 
the British capital into a kind 
of Baghdad on the Thames^ 

“Arab sheikhs have purchas- 
ed castles and hotels and man- 
sions in posh residential dis- 
tricts. They have taken over an 
office building in the center of 
the financial district and built 
a mosque in the manicured 
precincts of Regent’s Park. 

“London’s fanciest nightspot, 
‘Arabel’s,’ has been rechris- 
tened ‘ArabelY by the cognos- 
centi because of the prevalence 
of freespending customers from 
the Middle East." 

And then there are countless 
billions in Western banks — on 
a fixed 5% interest. 

This situation has been wor- 
rying Ihe Western countries. 
What happens if ail these tons 
of money are suddenly with- 
drawn? Will the drain drag 
down the local currency? Will 
it knock the bottom off a coun- 
try’s stock exchange? 

Well, not quite. These wes- 
tern countries are so rich that 
even Arab billions are only a 
drop in a bath-tub. Actually 
these funds are only ferilising 
the local economy. And there 
is not much danger of all the 
Sheikhs— whether of Arabia or j 
Libya or Iraq or Kuwait or 
Iran— acting in concert. If, as 
and when the impossible does 
threaten to materialise. Gov- 
ernments can always invoke 
their sovereign powers to free- 
ze, or even seize, “foreign 
assets”.! 

Actually the oil Sheikhs are 
quite in a fix: Western curren- 
cies are depreciating more than 
the interest received on Arab 
deposits in those currencies. So 
their cash assets are deprecia- 
ting all the time! 

■ V 


I. & Johar Big Joke— ‘Nasbandi 
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FAMILY PLANNING in 
India has been described as an 
issue “too hot to handle.” 
And as the forced sterilisation 
drive during the Emergency 
has shown, it requires the most 
cautious strategy on the part 
of the State; hasty action may 
boomerang. To help solve 
population problem here, 
techniques appropriate to the 
social and moral milieu, and 
proper persuaders to win the 
confidence of the masses, are 
required. 

Inder Sain Johar’ s latest film 
Nasbandi seeks to influence 
the masses towards that goal, 
apart from highlighting the 
damage done to the cause 
during the Emergency. Mostly 
farcical on the slap-stick style 
that would appeal to the less 
educated, it however, does 
contain, flashes of wit and 
telling satire on the excesses 
of the Emergency. 


FILMS 

JOKE 


A BIG 


Veteran of more than fifty 
films — including 5 foreign 
films— Johar recently went to 
London for acting hts part of 
a ship's captain in an English 
film ‘Death on the Nile \ based 
on Agatha Christie’s novel of 
that name. From what he told 
reporters during ‘takes’ in 
London, it is clear that he 
takes film-making as a big 
joke. 

For example, he said that 
acting ability is totally unneces- 
sary in Indian films and that 
there were onl^ two types of 
Indian films — bad and very 
bad. And he added with 
touching honesty, "Mine are 
very bad.” 

When asked what he thought 
of Satyajit Ray's films, Johar 
said : ‘‘They are not Indian 
films. They are Bengali films.” 
Explaining this paradoxical 
statement, Johar added : 
"Bengal is the only State where 
there is some semblance of a 
literature which every child 
has read.” 

Commenting on his venture 
Nasbandi, Johar said that he 
deliberately kept it at the popu- 
lar level without getting into 
“the intricacies of politics.” 

The film is in fact down to 
earth. It starts with a phone 
call to a caucus leader, Rao 
Sahib Banwari Lai, in a small 
town. The man at the other 
end promises to give him 
everything — licences, plots of 
land and what not— if only he 
arranges sterlisation of fifty 


cases daily. The words *Jai 
Maruti’ are constantly on the 
tongue of the Rao Sahib. 

To fulfil the target, private 
men in police uniform are sent 
all over the town to drag 
‘cases’ to FP camps. They have 
a licence to use the by now 
well-known coercive methods, 
including kidnapping of un- 
wary passersby, demolitions 
and use of MISA. When all 
eligible persons have been 
sterilised, a hunt for bachelors 
and oldsters starts. 

A LA DRAUPA0I 

Johar and Rajendranath 
form a funny two-some who 
keep failing in the law exami- 
nation for their inability to 
master the intricacies of the 
42nd Amendment. Unable to 
pay the rent of their room, 
one day they embark on a 
hunt for FP cases to make up 
their want. They capture two 
equally funny men who are 
actually policemen, tired of 
hunting for cases. Both the 
pairs welcome each other. 
Together they march to the 
FP camp, each thinking that 
it has had a good catch. When 
the funny bachelors realise 
the predicament at the camp, 
they manage to escape by 
falling in love with the nurses, 
promising to marry them 
“next Sunday. 

JANATA JANARDAN 
PARTY 

But when the time fixed for 
the marriage comes and the 
nurses wait for them at the 
church, the two bachelors are 
kidnapped to the FP camp 
again. This time they escape 
through divine intervention, 
a la Draupadi, as the under- 
wears removed from their 
body never come to an end. 
But they are not so lucky the 
third time, and did get sterilised 
in the end. To drive home 
the situation prevailing during 
the Emergency, a whole fune- 
ral party is vasectomised. 

The Health Ministry was 
very particular that the film 
should not denigrate family 
planning as such, even while 
highlighting the atrocities on 
that account. Hence the moral 
of the film : It is only forcible 
sterilisation that is harmful — 
and that the FP operation is 
reversible. 

The moral is driven home 
through the romantic part of 
the film. Five yonug men form 
a ‘Janata Janardan’ party 
which keeps sending threaten- 
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ing phone calls to the Rao 
Sahib and indulges in adven- 
turous action and pranks to 
frustrate him. The leader of 
the party Amitav Bachban 
manages to kidnap and fall 
in love with Arabika, the 
daughter of the Rao Sahib. 
The heroine’s role is~ played 
by Johar’s own daughter 
Ambika Johar. They marry 
secretly, but the hero is vase- 
cotomised by 'case-hunters’ 
and he goes dumb because of 
mental shock. The operation 
is later reversed by a sympa- 
thetic doctor, and he regains 
speech when he hears that his 
wife is expecting. 

Explaining the correct ap- 
proach to FP, Johar says 
through the hero : “Sterilisa- 
tion is important for the coun- 
try, but the way it was done 
was wrong. It should begin 
with leaders of public, MPs 
etc. getting themselves opera- 
ted in public. Then the com- 
munity would understand.” 
He adds in his press inter- 
views: "Why couldn’t Rajiv, 
who had two children, get it 
done ? Sanjay could have got 
it done— and adopted two 
children.” 

In the film, when the Emer- 
gency is over, the four mem- 
bers of the caucus are caught 
one by one by the Janata 
Janardan and forcibly sterilised 
after being shown films of 
their atrocities. The Rao Sahib 
is blown to pieces when, after 
a long race on the Thames, 
London, in a bid to escape 
from the hero, his motor 
boat goes up in smoke. The 
whole thing is rounded up by 
a court scene in which the 
constantly failing law 
students appear in their first 
law case as they have got a 
degree in lieu of the FP opera- 
tion. 


One of the satirical punches 
in the film is the direc- 
tion of the Rao Sahib to 
his men to give the stock 
reply of "Orders from above” 
when they are called to oc- 
count for their excesses. 

However, by far the most 
attractive part of the film is its 
five songs, each one of which 
is likely to be popular and 
highlights the grim situation 
during the Emergency. The 
credit goes to Kalyanji Anandji 
and song writers Rajendra 
Krishan and Induwar for it. 
The opening song, Gandhi tere 
desk main yeh kaisa atyachar, 
ik bharat main ban gaye 
Jalliari- wale bagh Bazar (What 
terrible atrocities in your coun- 
try, Gandhiji I Now there are 
thousands of Jallianwala tra- 
gedies enacted here). It is ac- 
companied by telling visuals 
of the Emergency reign of 
terror. Then there is the ‘pro- 
phetic’ song sung by satya- 
grahis being marched to the 
police station: Damadam 
mast kalandar , aaj hai koi 
bahir, woh h tga kai ko andar 
(Hear the cry of the soothsayar 
in ecstasy; those who are out- 
side jail wilt one day be behind 
the bars). 

On the whole the film falls 
into Johar’s own description of 
his own films as "very bad”, in 
spite of his gimmick of selec- 
ting five youngmen on motor- 
cycles, parodying the names 
and mannerisms of well known 
stars ; Amitav* Bachban, 
Kanoj Kumar, Rakesh 
Khanna, Sevanand anb Shahi 
Kapur. ■ They have striking 
resemblance with the r&spec- , 
tive matinee idols. But the if 
mannerisms begin to jar pretty 
soon, a& they have little acting 
talent. 


Deendayal Puram : Model 
Village in Andhra 
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VIJAYAWDA: The Cyclone 
Relief Committee of the RSS 
has started reconstruction of 
village Mulapalem in Divi 
Seema, which had been washed 
away by the tidal wave in 
November last. 

The de novo construction of 
the village has been taken up 
with the help of the Deendayal 
Research Institute, New Delhi. 
The village has been renamed 
as Deendayal Puram, where 
1 10 pucca houses, in addition 
to community hall, a school 
building and a hospital will be 
constructed. The project has 
been takenu p as part of an all- 
India Integrated Rural Deve- 
lopment Scheme for develop* 
ing villages and village life 
from all angles. 

The bhoomipujan for the 
construction activity was per- 
formed on January 28 by Sri 
M. V. Krishna Rao, State 
Minister of Education and 
Rehabilitation, who lauded the 
relief work being done by the 
RSS. He said that it was 
good that the village was being 
renamed after Deendayal 
Upadhyaya, the great thinker. 
Shri Rao appealed to RSS 
workers to educate the people 
of the village to help them 
become good citizens. 

Nanaji Deshmukh, All India 
General Secretary of the 
Janata Party and Secretary of 
the Deendayal Research Insti- 


tute, paid a visit to the village 
on February 9. He was ac- 
companied by Shri S. Somaiah, 
Organising Secretary of State 
RSS. Nanaji laid the founda- 
tion of the Tidal Wave Memo- 
rial erected in the memory of 
thousands of people who died 
in the cyclone. He also ins- 
talled the new plqaue of 
the village. A medical van will 
also be provided by the Deen- 
Dayal Research Institute for 
medical care of the villagers of 
the area. 

RSS to rebuild 
four villages 
in Tamilnad 

In his brief speech on the 
occasion Nanaji revealed that 
Dr. Hedgewar, founder of 
the RSS, originally hailed from 
Andhra Pradesh. He said 
that Deendayal Puram would 
be a model village in the 
country as it would have all 
modern amenities. The villag- 
ers. he disclosed, would be 
given pucca cement houses, 
modern nets for fishing and 
modern boats for deep sea 
fishing. There shall be a train- 
ing centre for fishermen. 

The village would also be a 
medical centre for 50 villages. 
A 15-bed hospital will serve 
the people of these villages. 
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There are many moments 
when the film appears to b* 
inconsistent and i] logical— but 
the explanation lies in the 
following words of Johar : 

"I often have half a dozen of 
my assistants directing diflfe 
rent parts of the same film.” 

It is easily worse than any of 
his earliar political films 
like Goa and Joi Bangla- 
desh. But it may be remem- 
bered longer because of its 
sharp wit and ingenuity in 
highlighting a contemporary 
situation in a laughable man- 
ner. By contrast, Kissa 
Kursi Ka is sombre; it goes 
over the head of the common 
man. 

CASTRATING THE 
CAUCUS 

Expert in making film 
‘quickies’, Johar has fjankly 
no qualms in fictionalising even 
known facts of history. But 
he has a cogent answer for 
such abberations. As he says 
in a press interview ; "When 
I made Johar and Mehmood 
in Goa, the censors said, Goa 
was not liberated like this. 
When I made a film on 
Bangladesh, some cri ics in 
Delhi said, this is not how 
Mukti Bahini fought. But I 
say. why do you have this , 
notion that all freedom fights 
are fought in the manner of a ' 
satyagraha? History, as it has 
been written and taught, is 
fake and one-sid;d. It tells 
us all about the great deeds 
of Akbar ... but it never tells 
us all about the one thousand 
concubines that he had— or 
how he managed such a large 
harem.” 

Last of all, to mention one 
of the latest pranks of Johar, 
he has written letters to many 
oewapspu*. and ■ magazines 
asking them not to publish the 
review of his No, b andi 1 

V.P. Bhatia 


MADRAS : The RSS Cyclone 
and Flood Relief Committee of 
Tamil Nadu has also selected 
four villages-Tayanur, Ariya- 
vur, Karamandapam and Mela- 
guparai— in Trichy are fora con- 
struction of 170 new houses 
and repair of 130 partially dam- 
aged houses. A community 
hall will also be constructed in 
each of the four villages. 

At Rajagopalapuram in the 
Vedasandur area in Madurai 
district, 84 houses have been 
constructed. On 22-1-1978 
these houses were formally 
haaded over to the villagers 
at a public function. Sri R. 
Go pal an, Joint-Provincial Or- 
ganiser of Tamil Nadu Unit of 
KSS, handed over the houses 
to villagers by presenting a 
hurricane lamp to each villager. 

Last month, Sri V. Ranga- 
swamy Thevar, the President, 
RSS Cyclone and Flood Relief 
Committee, Tamil Nadu, along 
with all the RSS Divisional 
Organisers of the State, visited 
all the villages in Trichy and 
Madurai Divisions where reha- 
bilitation work has been taken 
up by the committee. 

While speaking to the villa- 
gers at varions places Sri Ran- 
gaswamay Thevar said : “We 
are not working here to seek 
support for any political party 
and we are also do not expect 
anything from you. We are 
just doing our duty^ Our only 
request to you is to cooperate 
in the rehabilitation work by 
offering your physical labour”. 
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A LOWER DIVISION CLERK 
in- the Ministry of External 
Affairs was carefully going 
through the long list of foreign 
dignitaries who have been to 
India that is Bharat this win* 

ter. “H'mmm ” he mused 

to himself, as his eyes ran 
down the names. “Let me 
see if anybody has missed the 
tirip— anybody who had invi- 
ted an invitation for himself 
and could not be accommo- 
dated so far.... Well, the Presi- 
dent of the USA, the Shah of 
Iran, the President of Ireland, 
the Prime Minister of United 
Kingdom, ' the Vice-President 
of Ruritania, the minister of 
this and that of Ereh Won....” 

Suddenly the clerk stopped 
and stared, “Good God!” he 
exclaimed. “We have com- 
pletely forgotten one particu- 
lar head of state who has been 
entreating us for a longtime 
for an invitation — Bhagavan 
Vishnu, Precedent of Vaiknuth. 
The poor god must have lost 
all hope of our remembering 
him.” Forthwith the LDC 
made a marginal noting on the 
file and started it on its long 
journey to the top. The result 
was one more VIP landing at 
the Pa lam airport of Delhi— 
that of the Pushpak Viman- 

Slightly befuddled by the 
intricacies of protocol, the 
Lord of the High Heavens Went 
through the ritual of welcome 
and dutifully listened to the 
welcome address. Not being a 
seasoned politician, he was not 
quite sure of what was meant 
by "tasting bonds of friendship 
between India and Heaven”, 
In fact he failed to see any- 
thing of heaven on earth in 
modem India. He also won- 
dered why friends and friendly 
countries have to make spee- 
ches to each other. “Is not a 
friend in need a friend in- 
deed?” he asked his press 
secretary, N. Muni, in a whis- 
per. “Not any more,” the 
secretary whispered , back; 
“Now-a-days in this world in 
general, and in this land in 
particular, you must talk and 
talk and talk. What you do 
is irrelevant." “Oh, I see”, 
Bhagavan Vishnu replied. In 
fact he did not see at all. 

Anyway after Vishnu Bhaga- 
van was driven in proper secu- 
rity to the Rashtrapatj Bhawan 
he was handed over a carbon 
copy of his programme. There 
was of course a visit to Raj- 
ghat and also, of course, a visit 
to the cottage industries empo- 
rium. But strangely enough 
God was more interested in 
meeting the common man, the 
poor man. “I am called Dari- 
dra Narayan and I must meet 
my Daridra devotees,” he in- 
sisted. “Well,” the protocol 
people reluctantly said, “We 
will see if we can take you to a 
nearby village. That should 
satisfy you.” Podr God had 
to give in. He visited a speci- 
ally chosen village where the 
panchayat welcomed him with 
flowers and A rati and a speci- 
ally composed song of praise 
(a la “mein to Aratt utaroo" 
re. President Carter ki”)— and 
he returned without actually 
talking to a single devotee. 

Then there were the ban- 
quets, the toasts — and still 
more speeches. Again Bhaga- 
van Vishnu was puzzled. He 


ORGANISER . { 9 

When Lord Vishnu, President of Vaikunth, paid 
an official visit to India that is Bharat . . . 


said to himself— and in an un- So far so good* But next Bernard Shaw, God believed 
taped aside to Press Secretary came a programme that Lord that telling the truth was the 
Narad Muni: "‘There are two Vishnu dreaded— and his press funniest thing on earth* So 
things you do with the mouth secretary dreaded still more* It both Vishnu Bhagavan and hi 
—speak and eat* But one thing was the inevitable press con- aide were in a state of appre- 

. . . He believed with Bernard Show that telling 
the truth was the funniest thing on earth 

at a time. If you sit down for ference. Narad Muni knew hension as the visitor from 
dinner you use your mouth for that the Almighty was very high heavens faced pressmen, 
eating. Then why do you have poor at giving diplomatic ans- the disciples of the devil, 
to divert it to speech-making?” wers that left the question 

But then, protocol is proto- unanswered — or in saying “My God,” a reporter be- 
col, and not even God can nothing iu so many words, gan, “how do you feel on 
escape it. And, what was worse, like visiting this sacred land of 


yours after a lapse of thou- 
sands of years?" “Oh, I’m 
delight’pa" Vishnu declared 
enthusiastically. “There has 
been so much progress since 
those backward days when I 
used to take Avatara here. 
For instance in those days 
rivers of milk and honey used 
to flow here, but now, I am 
told, your province of Punjab 
had till recently been advertis- 
ed as the land of the sixth 
river — the river of alcohol. 
Then I am told, there has been 
a total revolution, so I’m sure 

( 1 Continued on Page 14) 
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Why not abolish Salt 
Tax for good? , 


. . . R.L. Khosla, 

464, Hukam Singh Road, 
Amritsar. 

The levy of duty on salt 
manufactured in, or imported 
into, India was discontinued 
for the first time by the Finance 
Act, 1947, And since then the 
suspension of Salt Duty charge 
has been the regular feature of 
the annual Finance Acts for the 
subsequent years, more or less 
a sort of an annual ritual. 

The then Finance Minister, 
while presenting the Central 
Budget for the year 1947-48, 
said in his speech : “In regard 
to the Salt Tax', the objections 
are well-known, the most valid 
being that it is laid upon a 
prime necessity of life and that 
it is regressive, the poor man 
paying as much as the rich man 
and perhaps, if he is a manual 
worker, even more . . After care- 
ful consideration it has been 
decided that the tax should 
now be withdrawn. 

The Janata Party Government 
aims at rural uplift and re- 
moval of poverty by following 
Gandhian philosophy and 
approach. Will it not be in the 
fitness of things to suggest that, 
instead of exemption from Salt 
Duty being granted by the 
Finance Act every year, the 
lavra relating to Salt Duty are 
suitably amended so as to pro- 
vide for Salt Duty relief on 
permanent basis ? It would be 
a fine tribute to the memory of 
Mahatma Gandhi who led the 
famous Dandi March (Salt 
Satyagrah) to defy the obno- 
xious Salt Laws and Duty, and 
also recognition in law of an 


important historical national 
event in the freedom struggle. 

‘Om derived 
from Iranian ? 

. . . Mrs. S.N. Nanporia, 
Jupiter Apts., 

Off Altamont Road, 
Bombay-28. 

A Parsi gentleman, Behram 
Pithavaia, wrote a booklet in 


1971 tracing the Iranian basis 
of the Devnagiri Sanskrit 
Alphabet. He even goes so far 
as to state “AUM” is taken 
from the first letters of the two 
Ahua Magda! To a layman this 
sounds (especially the latter) 
rather far-fetched but the 
author states that he is indeb- 
ted and “has profound grati- 
tude" to N.A. Palkhivala 
“without whose active help and 
generous assistance this work 
would not have seen the light 
of the day.” This need to be 
investigated, surely. Would our 
scholars oblige? - 
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India and the U.S.A. are 
literally poles apart 

5 — A C. R. Menezes, 2nd Floor, David House, 

J. 1. de Loyola Road, Margao— Goa. 

A.B.C, hardly devote any 
space and time for anything 
that occurs in India. 

The happenings in India are 
of least importance to the 
American public and so let it be 
vice versa , 

To force our friendship by 
harping on common ideals like 
democracy, free press, indepen- 
dent judiciary, ad nauseom, 
would not be doing justice to 
our geo-political interests. 


I read with Interest the article 
by Maharaj K. Chopra on 
relations between India and 
the U S. in your issue (January 
26). While 1 do appreciate and 
respect his erudition on the 
subject, it would appear that 
one need not look too deeply 
for the cause of strained 
relations. 

India and the U. S. A- are 
nations which are, so to say, 
geographically poles apart. 
When it is noon in India, it is 
midnight in the U.S. Under the 
circumstances, the U.S. press 
(The New York Times, 
Washington Post, The Chicago 
Tribune etc) and the television 
giants like C.B.S., N.B.C., and 


Microbes on the Mars? 


In the frozen deserts of 
South Pole , no life was sup- 
posed to exist . Since it is too 
cold , ike snow doesn't melt* 
There is, therefore, no eva- 
poration— and no precipita- 
tion, Weather is , therefore , 
as dry as in the Sahara, 
But recent discoveries by Dr* 
and Mr* Friedmann of Flo- 
rida University, USA , show 
that three kinds of microbes 
—4 lgae f bacteria and fungi— 
very much exist in the 
Antarctic . 

**We have been looking 
for life forms in the world's 
deserts for 15 years and this 
is the first time we have 
found life in a cold desert** 
said Dr, Imre Friedmann, 
“The surprising thing is that 
the life we find in the 
Antarctic is less primitive, 
and has more variety , than 


life found 
deserts.*' 

It is the driest and coldest 
climate in which life has been 
found on earth. The dis- 
covery suggests that the same 
kind of life may exist inside 
the rocks of a planet like 


in the hot evidence of life on Mars," 
said Dr. Richard Young, 
chief of Planetary Biology 
for the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration. 

4 1 The two Viking space-craft 
that landed on Mars could 
not break open rocks and 
analyze their interiors ” 


. . . Same as 
in the 

Antarctic 

Mars , where the climate 
closely resembles that of 
Antarctica^ 

“If Martian life forms 
exist only in the interior of 
Martian rocks , as is prineb 
pally the case in the Antarc- 
tic, that could serve an ex- 
planation for the lack of 


Dr, Friedmann said that 
he believes the microbes 
found in the rocks have been 
there for at least 200,000 
years, since the dry valleys 
reached their present climate 
conditions « “We think their 
mechanism for adaptation is 
that the organisms switch 
their metabolic activity on 
and off When the sun shines 
and it's not so cold under 
the rocks , they switch their 
metabolism on and t when it's 
dark and cold, they turn it 

off" 


i 


t 

X 


Jammu & 
Kashmir Bank 

. . . Ramesh Gupta 
B-XIX, 599/3, 

Civil Lines, Ludhiana. 

Thousands of refugees came 
to India in 1 947, leaving every 
thing behind in the area in 
Kashmir occupied by Pakistan 
in 1 947 . At the time the Jammu 
and Kashmir Bank Ltd. was 
having their branches m that 
part of the State and the bank 
also acted as a treasury to the 
State Government. Thousands 
of accounts were kept with the 
above Bank at Mirpur and 
other places. 

The Bank whose head office 
is at Srinagar has refused pay- 
ment of deposits left with their 
branches in the Pakistan-occu- 
pied area on the plea that the 
refugees have no documentary 
proof and the bank has no 
records as those had been 
looted in 1947. 

The Government of India 
should take up the question 
with the Pakistan Government 
for getting the records of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Bank 
Ltd. from Pakistan to enable 
thousands of refugees from 
Pakistan-occupied area of the 
State to get their money deposi- 
ted in the bank. 


No more headaches over 
choosing the right gift ! 

VIJAYA BANK GIFT CHEQUES 
make an ideal gift for any occasion. 

Available in 4 denominations of 
Rs. 11, Rs. 25, Rs. 51 and Rs. 101 
to suit your budget. 

Just step into any one of our branches and 
ask for a Vijaya Bank Gift Cheque. 

We have over 500 branches 
in the country. 

VIJAYA BANK 
LIMITED 

Registered Office : 

LIGHTHOUSE HILL ROAD, 
MANGALORE 575003 

Administrative Office ; 

2, RESIDENCY ROAD, BANGALORE 560025 
CHAIRMAN : M. SUNDER RAM SHETTY 
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In defence of 
Mathai 

. . . Dr. K. Vaidyanathan, 
C 2-29, East 2nd Lane, 
Bangalore- 16. 

Criticism of Shri Mathai’s 
book shows that we are a high- 
ly immature people. It is also 
ill-founded. Throughout the 
book Shri Mathai reveals a 
profound admiration for Nehru. 
This regard for Nehru pervades 
the whole book so intensely 
that it is difficult to see how 
some readers miss it. 

If he has brought out some 
facts about Nehru, it is only 
because he is writing iu an 
objective manner and it is clear 
that his respect for Nehru is in 
no way diminished by the facts 
he narrates. He, obviously, 
takes them in his stride. And 
his book definitely gives an 
impression of greater truthful- 
ness than many others we read 
nowadays. 

Let u$, as a nation, grow up 
and learn to accept facts and 
face realities. After all, the 
book does not alter our picture 
of Nehru drastically, as many 
people had a general idea of 
the things which only got con- 
firmed by the book— though the 
specific instances recorded are, 
of course, new to them. 

And finally our regard for 
Nehru— his great qualities as a 
human being — is not detracted 
by the book. Nor is it the 
author’s intention to do so. 


VIVEKANANDA KENDRA 

KANYAKUMARI 

Invites Applications 

FOR THE POSTS OF 

TEACHERS in the hi fly tracts of our North-Eastern region. 
Applicants should posses genuine urge for social service and 
should fulfil the f ollowing conditions : 

1 . Age below 35 years 

2. Sound health 

3. Adequate knowledge of Hindi 

4. Adequate command over English which would be the 
medium of instruction 

5. Willingness to make the area of their posting, their true 
home and arena of work, for the rest of their life 

6. Academic Qualifications : 

a. Post Graduation in any of the Science subjects (includ- 
ing Mathematics), English literature or Hindi literature. 

b. Graduation in any of the Science subjects (including 
Mathematics), History, English literature or Hindi litera- 
ture with B.Ed. 

Pay scale on par with that of the Government schools in the 
area of posting. 

Eligible candidates (Men only) may please write further 
details, enclosing a crossed Two Rupees Indian Postal Order 
before 28TH FEBRUARY 1978 to : 

The General Secretary 

VIVEKANANDA KENDRA 

KANYAKUMARI-629702 

COMMERCE GRADUATES NEED NOT APPLY 
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‘Shotgun’ Sinha makes the 
grade in ‘Vishwanath’ 





Writer-director Subhash Ghai 
has made it again to the box- 
office in ‘Vishwanath’ with 
‘Shotgun’ Sinha as the hero. 
This comes close on the heels 
of the success of their earlier 
film. Kallicharan. This is a 
real shot in the arm of both 
who had been groping their 
way to the top in India’s Holly- 
wood. 

It may be recalled that the 
film under review. Shatrughan, 
had launched a raging publicity 
campaign for himself even be- 
fore he passed out of the Film 
Institute, Poona. Like Bernard 
Shaw, he believed in acting his 
own tumpeteer, and tried to 
project himself as an up-and- 
coming He-man and Casanova 
of the Film Industry. He see- 
med to revel in strutting about 
as a real incarnation of D.H. 
Lawrence's philosophy of ani 
majism- However, fact proved 
stranger than fiction and after 
a series of near-flops, he nearly 
came to be stylised as a villain. 
It became difficult for him to 
live down the initial start in the 
* role of a Naxalite in Mere 
Apne. 

But it goes to the credit of 
the man that he kept up r the 
struggle to reach the top in spite 
of flops . In the last one year 
he has appeared in a number 
of rather unorthodox and lova- 
ble rotes in film! like Khan 
Dost, Kotwal Saheb. Aadme 
Sadak Ka and Kallichasrti- 
And to cap it all comes Vishwa- 
nath, which depicts bitter strag- 
gle between a conscientious 
public prosecutor named Vish- 
wanatb and a ferocious tycoon 
named GNK who fails to get 
his son released from a murder- 
cum-rape charge because of 
the honesty and dogged persis- 
tence or Vishwanath who spurns 
all attempts to buy him up and 
threaten his life. For Vishwa- 
nath is the hero of the poor 
because of his heroic court 
battles against the corrupt rich. 

If may also be mentioned 
here that the writer director of 
the film Subhash Gahi started 
as an actor but failed to make 
any mark. Then he switched 
to script-writing and made 
some mark in this line. How- 
ever, no director was prepared 
to accept the script of Ku!i- 
charan, and this goaded him to 
become his own director. In 
this he has achieved his first 
signal success. Now he has 
kept it up with the same 
‘Shatni as hero. 

The film opens with a rape 
scene in which the son of the 
tycoon GNK. and his gangman 
Khoka, Fape one of their 
female employees, who gets 
murdered in an attempt to 
save herself. This is followed 
by crowded court scenes remi- 
niscent of the Nanavati case. 
The poor of the town flock to 
see Vishwanath score another 
victory over the villainous rich. 
The tycoon, played with great 
gusto by Prem Nath, fails to 
save his son from getting life 
term. But he succeeds in getting 
Vishwanath involved in a fake 
case of bribery and the latter is 
sent to jail r or six months. 

After his release, Vishwanath 
finds his mother murdei'*'! and 


his lame sister kidnappe 
the tycoon’s gangs. He hii 


;ed by 

timself 

is beaten to pulp when he walks 
into the rich man’s den rather 
foolishly to settle scores with 
him. Such experiences compel 
Vishwanath to carry on his 
battle for revenge by other 
means, that is the very means 
employed by the tycoon. So he 
employs his own gang and 
amasses wealth by intercepting 
the smuggling activities of the 
tycoon. This indeed is the 
‘moral death’ of Vishwanath 
and GNK gloats over it. 

In this bitter struggle by evil 
methods, Vishwanath is helped 
by another memorable charac- 


ter of the Indian scene in Golu 
Gawah (Golu the witness) who 
was impressed by Vishwanath’s 
fight for the poor although he 
himself made a living by false 
evidence in courts. Such ready-, 
made Gawahs (witnesses) are a 
familiar feature of our courts. 
But the a Gawah reveals the 
other side of his nature by join- 
ing hands with Vishwanath. 
The role is played by the vete- 
ran Pran who becomes almost 
a second hero of the film. 

Yet another character who 
helps Vishwanath in his bitter 
struggle is a cabaret dancer 
who turns his beloved and re- 
veals the bright side of her 


nature. This role is played by 
Reena Roy who actually started 
her career as a cabaret dancer. 
She appears in a number of 
fancy costumes. With such a 
band to help him, Vishwanath 
does succeed in the end to 
■smash the tycoon’s criminal 
gang. In the process, the film 
passes through quite a number 
of action scenes shooting sprees 
and fist-fights on vast, extra- 
vagant sets. 

The film makes the mark be- 
cause it is finely tailored to the 
talents of, the hero who cannot 
act romantic^ scenes well but 
excels in physical action:* It is 
also tailored to the current box- 


Film 
Review 
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office trend of presenting the 
hero as the good as well as the 
bad guy. This may be conside- 
red a welcome departure from 
the earlier melodramas of black 
and white characterisation. 

However, the film fails on the 
moral plane. The good guy has 
to suffer heavily at the hands of 
the social sharks and has to 
take to evil means for a while. 
But the pretence of his goodness 
is kept up till the end, Golu 
Gawah and the anti-heroine 
Soni also come nearer to the 
realistic plane of the magic 
shadow show of life. 



SARSWATI PARIKH, SURAT : “English children 
are weak in English”, says a newspaper report. 

—Why not export our Anglophiles to teach then some? 


India is exporting sweepers to 
Abi. 

—Soon the sweepers will be 
sweeping back gold-dust to 
India. 


K. HANUMANTHA RAO, 
HYDERABAD : Why do 
people care so much about 
their neighbours’ reaction ? 

—They look upon neighbours 
as their looking glass. 


Are our relations with Bangla- 
desh based on etnotional rap- 
port ? . 

— In foreign relations there 
is a demotion of emotion. 


27ie former PM says the Emer- 
gency is not likely to reappear 
for a thousand years. 

—This is an admission that 
Mrs. Emergency has no 
chance of coming to power 
for a thousand years. 


S.C. BHARDWAJ, NEW 

DELHI : A newspaper report 
says no two signatures of 
Sanjay Gandhi are the same 
on Maruti documents in offi- 
cial files. 

— He is an ‘Artful Dodger.’ 

D.R. RAO, HYDERABAD; 

The former PM has described 
her symbol '■Hand' as denot- 
ing ‘ assurance and ability.' 

—Pure ‘high-handedness’. 

K. RAMDAS, CALCUTTA: 
Why this constant anti-RSS 
refrain by the leftists of 
various hues ' ? 


—Too keep their flocks brain- section af the Press publishing 

washed misleading news about the 

Janata by misusing the new 
won freedom ? * 

— To make up for the guilty 
silence of the Emergency. 
P.R.K. MENON, NEW 
DELHI .* What do you think 
of Shri Siddharth {Shankar Bay 
and Shri D.K. Borooah saying 
that they were treated like 
puppets during the Emerg- 
ency ? 

— .Willing puppets. 

■k ' -k * 

K. LAKSHAMA REDDY. 
ZAH1RABAD (A.P.) : Will 
the mass exodus of Congress- 
men into the Janata improve 
the party's prospects in the 
coming Assembly elections ? 

— It will cause only in-digestion 
of the Janata. 


WHY IS SHEIKH ABDUL- 
LAH busy persuading some 
State Governments to demand 
more powers from the Centre ? 

—To extend his Sultanate 
beyond Kashmir. 

* * * 

RAJA BINNANI, CAL- 
CUTTA : The former PM 
has blamed the former CM of 
West Bengal, S.S. Ray, for 
advising her to declare the 
. Emergency. 

—Whom will she blame for 
accepting the advice. 

■k * * 

K. LAKSHMA REDDY, 
ZAHIRABAD : During her 
ietmure in office , the former 
PM med to argue that the 
Governments in the States, 
should be in tune with that at 
the Centre w . What is her 
opinion now ? 

—She is too buy eating up her 
words now to answer that 
one* 

* + + 

What is the precise difference 
between CPI (M) mid CPU 

— That between Dr. Jekyil and 
Mr, Hyde— two faces of the 
same coin. 

B. RAMACHANDRA RAO, 
VIJAYAWADA ; Why is a 


LAKHMIR SINGH, BFXHI: 

Why does the lady prefer to 
face prosecution before a lower 
court rather them defend her- 
self before the Shah Commis- 
sion 7 

—To enact a crazy side-show 
to over^iadow the Commis- 
sion’s proceedings. 


Is not the Janetta over-playing 
its philosophy of ruralism ? 

-^Underplaying it by Congress 
brought the economy to the 
present pass. 


Y,H. KULKARNI, INDORE : 

Long back late Dr . N. B. 
Khare had said in the Lok 
Sabha that Congress was the 
only limited company in India 
with unlimited profits . 

— Unlimited monetary profits 
have turned into unlimited 
political losses now. 
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If Britain could divide India 
why can’t we reunite it? 


HYDERABAD: The fourth 
annual Andhra State conferen- 
ce of the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad, attended 
by nearly 2,000 delegates, in- 
cluding 100 women delegates 
here test week, reiterated its 
demand for reduction of voting 
age to 18 to enable students 
to have a say in the decision- 
making process of the country. 

It also urged the State Gov- 
ernment to construct an ayur- 
vedic college on the land allot- 
ted for the purpose by Osmania 
University. 

Shri Arif Beg, Union Minis- 
ter of State for Commerce, 
who addressed the conference, 
said: “Why can’t I dream of a 
reunion of the three countries 
—Pakistan, India and Bangla- 
desh— as one nation when the 
British could so successfully 
divide us into three.” 


He exhorted the students to 
imbibe good character and 
emulate the example of Laksh- 
marta. 

* 

Prof. 13a 1 Apte, All-India 
President of the Parishad, in 
his address said: University 
campuses should be depoliti- 

Arif Beg 
at Andhra 
ABVP 

Session 

cised and a code of conduct 
evolved for both students and 
politicians. Changes in the 
educational system should not 
be introduced hastily. A 
national dialogue is necessary 


in this connection. All along 
changes for education were 
mainly focussed on ‘structure’ 
of the system but rarely had 
the ‘content’ been changed.” 

Dr. S.V. Seshagiri Rao, 
President of the State Unit of 
ABVP, observed that illiteracy 
was the biggest threat to demo- 
cracy. “As tiie single largest 
manpower group, students can 
be effectively involved in the 
eradiclion of illiteracy which is 
defying all solutions. Vidyar- 
thi Parishad is ready to coope- 
rate if proper schemas are 
drawn up by the Government 
in this direction.” * 

He also said that the caste 
system was cutting at the roots 
of our national unity. He dis- 
closed that Vidyarthi Parishad 
would launch a campaign to 
remove caste denominations in 
naming the hostels. 
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Why the Chinese love Pigs and 
Jews and Muslims hate them 


LAST WEEK we carried a 
piece on the rationale of cow 
worship based on Marvin 
Harris’ “Cow, Pigs, Wars & 
Witches: The Riddles of Cul- 
ture”. 

However cow worship is not 
tile only thing that surprises— 
»the beefeaters. Pig-hate equally 
surprises— the pork eaters. 
Why do Westerners and 

S lhinese relish pork— and why 
o the Semites consider it an 
anathema? 

PIG AND POLITICS 
IN CHINA 

If the cow is the national 
animal of India, pig is virtually 
the national animal of China. 
Only the other day Linda 
Mathews wrote in Los Angeles 
Times: * 

“Pigs and politics are so in- 
tertwined in modern China that 
it is not unusual for its leaders 
to set out their pig policies with 
the same care that they use 
to enunciate their economic 
programmes or their stance 
toward the Soviet Union. 

“Just the other day, the offi- 
cial newspaper People's Daily 
disclosed that on top of the 
other crimes committed by the 
now disgraced ‘Gang of Four’, 
they were decidedly anti-pig, 
too. Before their removal from 
power, the four radicals had 
denounced as a dangerous 
capitalist tendency the innocent 
Chinese practice of keeping a 
pig or two in the backyard. 

“But now the peasants can 
revert to their old habit of 
rearing pigs privately and sell- 
ing them for profit, the People's 
Daily declared. ‘It is an honor 
to breed pigs for the revolu- 
tion,’ the newspaper said. ' ‘It 
is a virtue to have fat pigs for 
sale to the State.’ 

“The' late Chairman Mao 
Tse-tung laid down the ultimate 
objective lor China’s stock- 
yards: ‘One man, one pig’. 

“China’s pigs still, have a 
long way to go before they 
reach that goal, but they are 
gaining. Their number has 
increased fivefold since the es- 
tablishment of the People’s 
Republic in 1949, a rate twice 
as fast as the growth of the 
human population.” 


WHY BALI 
HINDU 


IS 


In South-East Asia also, the 
pig is a delicacy. All Indonesia 
went Muslim, but the little is- 
land of Bali did not. Why? 
One version is that the elder 
prince of Java went Muslim — 
and all Javanese embraced 
Islam with him; the junior pri- 
nce of Balt remained Hindu— 
and so the Balinese also con- 
tinued Hindu. I understand 
the real reason is that Bali was 
allowed to remain Hindu so 
that there were people enough 
to tend the pigs— the Muslims 
being debarred from it I 

On the other hand the Semi- 
tes cannot stand the sight, 
sound, smell or touch of a pig. 
From Yahweh to Moham ned 
(Peace be on bim) all Semitic 
prophets tabooed pig and pork. 
To this day, Jews and Muslims 
may have a hundred differences: 
but they are agreed in their re- 
jection of the pig, Why? - 


After all the pig is not so 
dirty or ugly or unhygienic that 
it has to be -shunned. Accord- 
ing to Harris, “it can convert 
grains and tubers into, high- 
grade fats and protein more 
efficiently than any other 
animal.” 

Rabbi Maimonides, the Je- 
wish court physician to Saladin 
during the twelfth century, said 
that Cod' hid forbidden pork 
because it has “a bad and da- 
maging effect upon the body.” 
When in the nineteenth century, 
it was found that trichinosis 
was caused by undfr-cooked 
pork, the Semites took it as the 
scientific explanation for the 
prophets’ injunction. However, 
this “explanation” explained 
nothing. If under-cooked pork 
is injurious, the prophets could 
have just laid down to cook it 
properly before eating it; why 
did they have to ban it alto- 
gether? All under-cooked meat 
b injurious. Under-cooked 
beef is a source of parasites, 
notably tape-worms, which can 
grow to a length of sixteen to 
twenty feet within a man’s in- 
testines, induce severe anaemia 
and lower resistance to other 
disease. 

Finally, there is anthrax, a 
disease transmitted by cattle, 
sheep, goats, horses, anu mules 
but not by pigs. Unlike trichi- 
nosis, which seldom has fatal 
consequences for infected indi- 
viduals, anthrax often runs a 
rapid course that begins with 
body boils and terminates in 
death through blood poisoning. 

Obviously the prophets had 
other reasons than health in 
mind when they proscribed 
pork. 

REAL REASONS 

Could this be the filthy 
nature of the pig? Not quite. 
Before the Renaissance, the 
most popular explanation was 
that the pig is literally a dirty 
animal— dirtier than others 
because it wallows in its own 
urine and eats excrement. But 
linking physical uncleanliness 
to religious abhorrence leads 
to inconsistencies. Cows that 
are kept in a confined space 
also splash about in their own 
umine and faeces. And hungry 
cows wifi eat human excrement 
with gusto. Dogs and chickens 
do the same thing without get- 
' ting everyone upset, and the 
ancients must have “known 
that pigs raised in clean pens 
make fastidious house pets. • 

The real reasons are ecologi- 
cal and thermodynamic. Pigs 
•do well in lands with moderate 
temperature and ample rainfall. 
Dry heat is fatal to the pig. 
Also the pig is a competitor for 
man’s food, which a cow or a 
goat is not. Although its flesh 
is succulent, the pig does not 
yield milk— like goats— or 
wool— like sheep. It is, there- 
fore, very uneconomical in arid 
West Asia. 

• In the words of Harris : 

The domestic animals best 
adapted to these arid zones 
are the ruminants— cattle, sheep, 
and goats. Ruminants have 
sacks anterior to .their stomachs 
which enable them to digest 
grass, leaves, and other foods 
consisting mainly of cellulose 
more efficiently than any other 
mammals. „ 


“The pig, however, is prima- 
rily a creature of forests and 
shaded ri verba oks. Although 
it is omnivorous, its best 
weight, gain is from food low 
in cellulose — nuts, fruits, tu- 
bers, and especially grains, 
making it a direct competitor 
of man. It cannot subsist on 
grass alone. The pig has the 
further disadvantage of not 
being a practical source of 
milk and being notoriously 
difficult to herd over long 
distances. 

The 

Riddles 

of 

Culture 

“Above all, the big is thermo- 
dynamically ill-adapted to the 
hot, dry climate of the Negev, 
the Jordan Valley, and the 
other lands of the Bible and 
the Koran. Compared to cattle, 
goats, and sheep, the pig has 
an inefficient system for regu- 
lating its body temperature. 
Despite the expression ‘To 
sweat like a pig’, it has recent- 
ly been proved that pigs can't 
sweat at all. Human beings. 


the sweatiest of all mammals, 
cool themselves by evaporating 
as much as 1000 grammes of 
body liquid per hour from each 
square metre of body surface. 
The best the pig can manage is 
30 grammes per square metre. 
Even sheep evaporate twice as 
much body liquid through their 
skins as pigs. Sheep also have 
the advantage of thick white 
wool that both reflects the sun’s 
rays and provides insulation 
when the temperature of the 
air rises above that of the 
body.” 

To compensate for its lack 
of protective hair and its in- 
ability to sweat, the pig must 
dampen its skin with external 
moisture. It prefers to do this 
by wallowing in fresh clean 
mud, but it will cover its skin 
with its own urine and faeces if 
nothing else is available. Below, 
84" F./ pigs kept in pens de- 
posit their excreta away from 
their sleeping and feeding areas, 
while above 84° F. they begin 
to excrete indiscriminately 
throughout the pen. The higher 
the temperature, the ‘dirtier’ 
they become. So there is some 
truth to the theory that the 
religious uncleanliness of the 
pig rests upon actual physical 
dirtiness. Only it is not In the 
nature of the pig to be dirty 
everywhere ; rather it is in the 
nature of the hot, arid habitat 
of the Middle East to make 
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the pig maximally dependent 
upon the cooling effect of its 
own excrement. 

Among the ancient mixed 
fanning and pastoralist com- 
munities of the Middle East 
domestic animals are valued 
primarily as sources of milk, 
cheese, hides, dung, fibre, and 
traction for ploughing. Goats, 
sheep, and cattle provided 
ample amounts of these items 
plus an occasional supplement 
of lean mean. From the begi- 
nnings therefore, pork must 
have been a luxury food, este- 
emed for its succulent, tender, 
and fatty qualities. For it gives 
milk, yields no wool and draws 
no cart. 

WRITES HARRIS : 

As in the case of the beef- 
eating taboo, the greater the 
temptation, the greater the need 
for divine interdiction. The 
Middle East is the wrong place 
to raise pigs, but pork remains 
a succulent ireat. People always 
find it difficult to resist such 
temptations on their own. 
Hence Yahweh was heard to 
say that swine were unclean, 
not only as food, but to the 
touch as well. Allah was heard 
to repeat the same message for 
the same reason : It was eco- 
logically maladaptive to tr) 
to raise pigs in substantial 
numbers. Small-scale produc- 
tion would only increase the 
temptation. Better, then, to in- 
terdict the consumption of pork 
entirely, and to concentrate on 
raising goats, sheep, and cattle. 
Pigs tasted good but it was too 
expensive to feed them and 
keep them cool.*’ (KRM) 
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Janata needs greater cohesion and 
not polarisation on the excuse of 
“national coalition” 


bY-Viv/elc’ 




BYALLACCOUNTS.it is a 
grim election battle that is being 
fought in the four major States 
going to the polls next week. 
It is natural that the various 
parties in the fray should try 
to involve the voters more and 
more in the issues of their 
choice. The latter do not seem 
to have been enthused much so 
far. $till, two trends are 
clearly visible among the electo- 
rate : populism is at a discount, 
and even those far removed 
from the seat of Emergency 
fiats, are getting involved in 
the issue of dictatorship vs. 
democracy. And that is a net 
gain for the Janata. 

It is significant that the Exter- 
nal Affairs Minister, Shri Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, returned two 
days earlier from Australia, in 
order to undertake hectic one- 
week tour of the three States 
across the Vindhyas. This will 
offset the supposed advantage 
of the former PM in attracting 
larger audiences because of the 
curiosity value of a fallen star 
who is still an ace trapeze per- 
former. By contrast, the 
elderly leaders of the Janata 
have not been attracting, big- 
audiences, generally speaking. 
Thus Shri Vajpayee will great- 
ly supplement Shri Chandra 
Shekhar’s efforts to present a 
youthful image of the Janata 
by the use of his oratory and 
charisma refurbished by an 
enviable performance in foreign 
affairs. 

More than one Janata leader, 
including Shri Jagjivan Ram 
and Shri Charan Singh, have 
been put off by the alleged neg- 
lect and indifference they had 
to suffer at the hands of the 
Bombay unit of the Janata. 
This partly speaks of the lack 
of organisational base of the 
Janata. But it also tells the 
tale of the top Janata leaders’ 
yearning for addressing at least 
one big meeting in Bombay. 
However, it has been a prob- 
lem for the party to put up 
such shows by neglecting other 
more useful aspects of the 
campaign. 

Thus it is said that the anger, 
excitement and suspense of the 
March 1977 poll are missing 
from the present campaign. 
But this does not mean that 
the Emergency is not a major 
issue in the present Assembly 
elections. The former PM has 
made many apologies that it 
was either the then CMs or the 
bureaucrats and petty officials 
who botched the whole thing. 
Such utterances— and promises 
to behave in future — are, in 
fact, a welcome reminder of 
the fact that she has come face 
to face with the still smoulder- 
ing mass resentment over her 
misdeeds which are like perma- 
nent pock marks on her politi- 
cal face. 

As if to make up for such 
climb-down about the Emer- 
gency, she is nevertheless mak- 


ing another heroic effort to 
resurrect the old ghost of popu- 
lism which wrought such havoc 
with the Indian polity. After 
all her experience in the dange- 
rous decade of her misrule and 
its anti-climactic end she should 
have been the first person to 
realise that the nation’s sup- 
reme interests demand a return 
to responsible political behavi- 
our and the cooperative spirit. 
However, while her cheer-boys 


for democracy. It has to be 
strengthened at the grass-roots. 
It represents a fresh breeze in 
a putrefying polity. It will be 
counter-productive to. seek to 
return to the neo-Congress cul- 
ture of power under all cir- 
cumstances as the attempt to 
classify the Janata elements on 
the basis of pro-Nehru and 
anti-Nehru shows. 

A recent delegation of the 
American multinationals is 
reported to have described 
Shri Morarji Desai as the head 
of a “coalition government”. 
The PM was quick to disown 
the appellation. The Janata 
Government has achieved sta- 
bility even without complete 
obliteration of constituent ele- 
ments. The process of cohe- 


national parties in the arena. 
The CPI(M) has no alliance 
with the Janata in Andhra and 
Assam, and in both these 
States, the two communist par- 
ties have a tacit understanding 
not to hamper the chances of 
each other. But while the 
CPI(M) professes to be anti- 
Indira Gandhi, the CPI has 
accepted the dole of six seats 
by Devaraj Urs in Karnataka, 
But in Andhra, the same CPI 
has accepted the patronage of 
the Reddy Congress. 

However, in Kerala, the 
CPI(M) is willing to join hands 
with the pro-Indira Karuna- 
karan faction to bring down 
the ruling coalition headed by 
the pro-Reddy-Antony faction. 
The moral of this strange criss- 


Emergency is still a live issue in State Assembly 
elections— and in CPI-CPI(M ) wrangles 


are going about raising the 
weird new slogan of “Aadhi 
rofi khayenge, Indiraji ko 
layenge" (we will bring back 
Indiraji even if we have to live 
on half a loaf), she herself has 
threatened to launch a big agita- 
tion with the old and discredit- 
ed slogan of ‘Garibi Hatao’ as 
her watchword. However, the 
“Aadhi Roti” slogan betrays 
her strategy of using the poor 
as ‘pawns’ for the perso- 
nality cult. 

Promises of such and sundry 
other pyrotechnics have, how- 
ever further polarised Indian 
politics on the question of de- 
mocracy versus dictatorship. 
She has become once more a 
symbol of all that is abomi- 
nable in politics. She is trying 
to emerge as the leader of sinis- 
ter, cynical and amoral semi- 
fascist force. All sane political 
elements realise that given even 
a little foothold in the power 
structure, she can again resort 
to her old habit of giving shock 
treatment and making short 
shrift of the system of checks 
and balances that the Janata 
is trying so assiduously to put 
on the rails again. Shri Nam- 
boodiripad’s recent statements 
in Andhra and Karnataka that 
his party will help Janata form 
* governments in various States 
even while keeping out, is a 
measure of Marxists’ anxiety 
over the issue. 

It is this cynical game of the 
former PM which may be a 
powerful factor in the post- 
election realignment of political 
forces that some people visua- 
lise. 

All democratic elements may 
have to unite, if a final effort 
is called for to contain the 
forces of chaos and disruption. 
So the argument goes. In this 
context, the idea of a “national 
coalition" has also been band- 
ied about. However, Indian 
politics is unlikely to get stabi- 
lised if we do not ffcarn to look 
beyond elections — and beyond 
the permutations and combi- 
nations of contrary elements. 
Whatever confusion on the 
Indian scene is visible today, is 
an inevitable aftermath of the 
crack of an authoritarian re- 
gime. The present Janata set- 
up is an ideal one in the sense 
that it comprises tried fighters 


sion can be furthered only if 
there is no further recourse to 
the open door policy. Every 
influx means a fresh disturb- 
ance. 

Meanwhile, it is interesting 
to have a look at the side-show 
of CPI antics. Evidently, both 
the communist parties are try- 
ing to .gain maximum electoral 
advantage with the help of the 


crossing of communist tactics 
is that while the CPI(M) con- 
siders both the Congresses as 
authoritarian forces, with a 
difference of degree only, a sec- 
tion of the CPI leadership 
has still a soft corner for Indira 
Gandhi. 

In this context, two develop- 
ments are very interesting. It 
is now clear that the leftist 


fellow-travellers of the CPI, 
who formed a prop of the 
Reddy Congress immediately 
before and after the second 
split, are getting disenchanted 
with it, They are now com- 
plaining of indifference to them 
by Reddy and Chavan. Not 
only that. They have even 
started soft-pedalling the my- 
riad sins of Indira Gandhi after 
a brief interval of strident 
attacks on her. Political circles 
in the capital consider this 
changed stance of the usually 
vocal leftists as a result of 
Indira Gandhi’s tendentious 
attacks on the Janata ’s foreign 
policy as pro- western. This 
has won her some new support 
in the CPI camp, which formu- 
lates its national policies always 
on the basis of Soviet interests. 
Secondly, these muted leftists 
fear the veering on the Reddy- 
Chavan forces to the Janata 
after the poll. 

Simultaneously, the CPI 
seems to be preparing for an- 
other political somersault. The 
Dange group is re-emerging as 
the dominant one in the inner- 
party circles and it is a moot 
point whether his resignation 
will be accepted at the next 
party congress in Bhatinda to- 
wards the end of March. This 
indicates a pro-Indira shift in 

{Continued on page 14) 
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Chief Minister and Dalai Lama 
laud Vidyarthi Parishad 

. . . From Our Correspondent 



DHARAMSALA: Making a 
fervent plea for creation of 
non-political centres of power 
in the society, the Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister, Shri 
Shanta Kumar, told the fourth 
Pradesh Convention of the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Pari- 
shad here last week that credit 
for the recent restoration of 


Auction Notiee 


Auction of one half body 
truck model 1947, Cheverlet 
make Registration No, PNJ- 
2314 will be held on 8-3.78 at 
3*00 P.M. in the premises of 
the Sub Divisional Engineer, 
Project Public Health Sub 
Division No* I, Faridabad 
Sector No. 7 S IndustriabCuiii- 
Housing Estate, Faridabad* 
The truck is lying in the Public 
Health Stores, Faridabad, Sec- 
tor 7, Jndustrial-Cum-Housin: 
Estate at Faridabad and can 
be inspected by the intending 
bidders on any working day. 

i) Every bidder will have to 
deposit Rs. 500/- as earnest 
money in cash before the 
Auction is commenced which 
will be refunded to unsuccess- 
ful bidders. But the Earnest 
Money deposited by the bidder 
in whose fa vouf the auction is 
finally announced will be re- 
funded only after the full 

E ayment in lieu of the highest 
id amount is deposited by 

him -r — ~ — — — 


human rights m India went 
mainly to non* political forces 
. like IP’s Sarvodaya movement 
and the RSS. 

The emergency ^as the cli- 
max of the process of concent- 
ration of all power in the 
hands of political persons and 
it must be reversed completely, 
he said. 

Two hundred and fifty dele- 
gates attended the Convention 
which was inaugurated by 
Principal P.N. Sharma of the 
local Government College. 

In his presidential address, 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
said that preservation ofhuman 
' rights in the world was possible 


only with the inculcation of 
virtues like love, justice, bro- 
therhood of man and tolerance, 
as preached by Gandhiji. 

Among those who addressed 
the conference was Shri Daulat 
Ram Chauhanwho pleaded for 
cleansing the educational syst- 
em of all political content 
which had been the bane of 
society for the last 30 years. 

The General Secretary of the 
ABVP, Shri Mahesh Sharma, 
regretted the inadequate expen- 
diture on education and said 
that such expenditure should be 
looked upon as a valuable 
social investment. 
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ABVP's General Secretary Shri 

Shri Alok Kumar, Zonal 
ABVP Secretary, described the 
ABVP resolution on human 


India that is Bharat 


(Continued from page 13) 

everything must have changed 
for the better. People must be 
working without striking. Gov- 
ernment must have become 
efficient and prompt, ministers 
must have stopped making 
speeches, crime must have dis- 
appeared, that rule of law must 
be prevailing, prices must 

Form of notice under Section II of 
Act VIII of 1890 

In the Court of Shri FCS. Sidhu 
District Judge, Delhi. 

Guardianship/ Act Case No* 35/1978. 
Smt. Chander Kanta W fa Shri Om 
Parkash R/o H. No. ?Q6Q, Ward 
No. XV Paharganj, New Delhi 


_J. State m .Versus ..Petitioner 


have come down, and the com- 
mon man must have become 
uncommonly happy. 

Carried away on the wings 
of fancy, Vishnu Bhagavan 
could have gone on and on, 
had not a severe pinch from 
his press secretary brought him 
down to earth. The pressmen 
looked amused at the imagina- 
tive description of an imagi- 
nary condition, and one- of 
them asked: “Mr. God, Sir, 
what would you say if you 
were told that the total revo- 
lution is so complete that we 
are back to the point from 
where we started?” Now even 


Vishnu, simple-minded though 

he was, sensed a trap in the 
question and. after consulting 
Narad Muni, answered: “lam 
in that case sure that the 
Government must have the 
prevailing conditions under 
constant consideration.” 

After these introductory 
questions the press conference 
was more or less thrown open 
to all questions and the follow- 
ing is a transcript from Narad 
Muni's short -hand notebook: 

tl Wlm do you think of the 
Shah Commission asking the 
former LuGovernor of Delhi 
whether he had a mindl 


Delhi diary 


ii) 25% of the bid will have 
to bg deposited By the highest 
bidder on fall of hammer and 
balance within 3 days after 
acceptance of the bid. In case 
the highest bidder fails to de? 
posit the cost of auctioned 
truck, the earnest money and 
25% cost will be forefeited and 
the truck will be re-auctioned. 

iii) The truck will be 
allowed to be lifted after 
approval of the Competent 
Authority and after depositing 
the full amount of the bid. 

iv) The undersigned reserves 
the full right to reject any or 
all the bids without assigning 
any reason what-so-ever. 

(O. P. Juneja) 
Executive Engineer 
Project Public Health Division 
Faridabad. Sheela 


The petitioner above named having 
applied to be appointed the Guar- 
dian of the person and property of 
minor Kumari Sunita, Kumari Anita 
and Kumari Sunrta D/o Late Shri 
Dm Parkash 

The 2nd day of March, 1978 has 
been fixed for the hearing of the 
application, and notice is hereby 
given, to general Public that if any 
other relative, friend, kinsman or 
well wisher of the aforesaid minor 
desire to be appointed or declared 
as guardian of the person and pro- 
perty of the said minor or desire to 
oppose the application of the peti- 
tioner aforesaid, he should enter 
appearance in person in this Court, 
On Hie aforesaid date, and he pre- 
pared to adduce in support of his 
claim to such appointment of dec- 
laration, or in support of his oppo- 
sition to the application of the peti- 
tioner aforesaid. 

Given under my hand and • the 
seal df the Court, this I5ih day of 
February, 1978, 


(Continued from page 13) 

the Soviet policy also. The 
former PM’s noises about sup- 
posed pro-western shift in the 
Janata policy and go-by to 
self-reliance, are mainly meant 
to win over the disenchanted 
leftist lobby once more to her 
parlour. 


Arms Race 

(i Continued from page 4) 

Israel, Ethiopia and Somalia, 
Uganda and Tanzania, and 
Iraq and Iran. It is not pos- 
sible to disarm before settling 
these disputes through peace- 
ful negotiations. 

In this respect. India has 
recently given a lead by settling 
disputes with Bangladesh and 
Sri Lanka and by improving 
bilateral relations with the 
neighbouring States in general. 
India has also taken a bold 
initiative by voluntarily re- 
nouncing the nuclear option. 
But Indian initiatives can have 
only a limited impact on the 
total situation. Much more 
will depend on super-power 
responses — which do not ap- 
pear to be encouraging as yet. 
Both US and the USSR are 
going- ahead with their manu- 
facture and supplies of highly 
sophisticated armaments. Only 
last month, the United States 
contracted to supply an addi- 
tional four billion dollars worth 
of super jet fighters to Israel, 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. And 
the Soviet Union is involved 
in a new confrontation in the 
Horn of Africa. All this hard- 
ly bodes well for the outcome 
of the special UN Session on 
Disarmament barely three 
months away. But can man- 
kind evade this overwhelming 
problem for too long. • • 


In this contest, it is to be 
remembered that in spite of its 
recent “self-criticism" of the 
CPI which Shri Namboodiripad 
lies described as “self-justifica- 
tion’’, the CPI has blamed only 
the caucus for its 'extra-consti- 
tutional’ activities resulting in 
excesses during the Emergency. 
As pointed out by the CPI(M) 
spokesmen, the CPI has s<? far 
refrained from directly blaming 
the former PM for the people's 
trials and tribulations during 
those dark 19 months and even 
earlier, though she was the 
leader of the caucus. In fact, 
like the fallen dictator, the 
CPI still justifies the imposition 
of the Emergency as a “pre- 
empti'e strike” against the so- 
called reactionary forces. As 
late as January 23, 1978, the 
CPI spokesman Shri Bhupesh 
Gupta has justified the Emer- 
gency in the party paper he 
edits — on the outrageous plea 
of ’’the threats to settle politi- 
cal issues not by ballots but by 
bullets plus tbe open call to the 
armed forces to defy the autho- 
rities.” This was said in reply 
to Shri Namboodiripad’ s fresh 
attack on the CPI’s ambivalent 
position. 

It is clear that the Emer- 
gency still stands in the way of 
the detente between the CPI 
and the CPI(M). It is, in fact, 
the stiff attitude of the CPI(M) 
on this question that has prom- 
pted the CPI to retrace its re- 
cent hesitant steps towards 
reunion. Dange’s offer to step 
down seems not to have served 
its purpose to confuse the 
CPi{M). Hence the polemics 
will go on as usual, even while 
the cadres are said to be co- 
operating in “people’s strug- 
gles”, and at the trade union 
level. f 


Sd /- K.S. Sidhu 
DISTRICT JUDGE, 
DELHI 


A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY DON’T MISS 

ALL INDIA YOGA SHIKSHA SHIBIR 

(3 -Week Residential Summer Camp) 
to be held at 
KANYAKUMARI 
From 2nd May *78 to 22nd May *78 
To impart 

Training in Yoga and to make the participants 
Conversant with our cultural heritage, . 

A tedium of Instruction — ENGLISH 

OPEN TO WOMEN ONLY 

Camp fees including boarding Rs. 150/- plus a Registration fee of 

and lodging charges Rs. 25/- (Total Rs. 175/-) 

Those above the age of 18/ possessing knowledge of English and of 
sound health are eligible to participate. 

Application for prospectus should reach tne address mentioned 
below before MARCH 15, 1978. 

VXVEKANANDA KENDRA 
Y06A SHIBIR 

Vivekanandapuram, KANYAKUMARI-629702 
(PHONE NO. 50) 


> 

February 26, 1978 



Mahesh Sharma with Dalai Lama 


rights at the Varanasi annual 
conference as historic and ex- 
plained its various aspects. 

“It shows the scientific pro- 
gress made in this country. 
When f made men, / put minds 
in all of them. But now, it 
seems, your country can make 
them Governors too, 

"What do you think of an 
illiterate motor mechanic virtu- 
ally ruling Delhi in the days of 
the Emergency!” 

“It shows the ultimate 
triumph of democracy, for the 
protection of which the Emer- 
gency was said to have been 
declared For did not your 
Gandhiji once say he wanted a 
a poor Hanjan to rise to the 
Presidentship of India! Then 
did not this motor " mechanic’s 
becoming a virtual ruler mean 
that the dream of Gandhi was 
-t ronaJa i ni - i mu rcatitjrby 

another Gandhi?” 

“When, in your considered 
opinion, wilt all these Commit- ; 
sions come to an end and the 
culprits, from Mrs. Gandhi 
down, brought to justice ?” 

“I am sure it will be long 
before the Kali Yuga comes to 
an end,” 

“ What do you think of 
SanjayV ' 

“He did what Ford could 
not do. Ford made millions 
of dollars by making millions 
of cars. Sanjay made crores of 
rupees without making a single 
carl” 

“Why did you not visit this 
country during the Godless days 
of the Emergency .” . 

“I would have been taken in 
under MISA.” 

“Now that the Foreign Minis- 
try is liberalising the issue of 
passports, how about liberalising 
entry permits to heave nV' 

“I’m afraid there cannot be 
relaxation in tbe rule that only 
those who achieve Punya can 
be allowed into heaven— and 
even they have to return to 
earth, once their Punya is ex- 
hausted. Still if you can pro- 
duce more saints like Tukaram, 
any number of them would be 
welcome.” 

“One final question, Mr. 
God. You have already taken so 
many births in this country in 
olden days. How about one 
more?” 

“Well, I have taken births 
in Bharat, — not, not in “That is 
India”. 
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AHMEDABAD: Prominent 

daily newspaper "SANDESH” 
of Ahmedabad has revealed a 
wry important story in connec- 
tion 'with the demonetisation of 
currency notes of rupees one 
thousand and above. One of 
the prominent leaders of Rcddy- 
Chavan Congress hat, in an 
Interview with the reporter of 
SANDESH, ridiculed the claim 
of Indira Gandhi that she did 
not possess a single note of 
demonetised category. 



hen Indira was 
demonetised 

. . . From Our Correspondent 


This leader told the reporter 
that Jnd trap's statement was 
"a blatant lie” and that the 
money that Gujarat Pradesh 
Congress before the latest split 


In this conte*!, the above- 
mentioned GPCC lead# re- 
called an incident in Pradesh 
Congress office when a promi- 
nent Mahila Congress leader 
was given rupees ten thousand 
for election expenses in curren- 
cy notes of rupees one thou- 
sand. The woman leader got 
enraged with this and flung the 
notes away because of the diffi- 
culties in getting them encashed 
for immediate payment during 
election. 

, Reminiscing about events 
since 1969, another Cong- 
ress leader candidly ad m itted 
thaf during the last eight years 
whenever “Operation Topple” 



Revelations by 
‘Sandesh & Jansatta’ 


got from the High Command 
in Delhi, was always in high 
denomination notes, now demo- 
netised. 

He recalled that during the 
1975 mid-term General Elec- 
tions for Gujarat Assembly and 
later on dunqg the Lolc Sabha 
General Elections this year, the 
undivided GPCC was given 
fabulous amounts in high deno- 
minations notes. This had 
evoked protests from district 
level leaders who found it diffi- 
cult to encash these notes 
in the rural areas. But these 
ainU always fell on deaf 
in Delhi and the fle 


_ information 
Maruti for reply to a 
question in the Lok Sabha. It 
is anybody's guess for how 
long he can continue to play 
the faithful to the madam, who 
will go to any length to save 
her skin. < 

Dhawan is said to bo a 
broken man for more than one 
j, reasons. lie lias complained 
of receiving threatening phone 
calls from old officers. That 
is why be has asked for pro- 
tection. 

Still unmarried, Dhawan’s 
family life has become a night- 
mare. His father Mela Ram, 
who is over 80, .was in the 
batch comprising P.C. Sethi, 
Yash Pal Kapoor and others 
who were arrested in August 
last for involvement in shady 
deals. His mother died recen- 
tly. Also arrested were his 
two cider brothers— K..L. 
Dhawan (formerly Privart 
Secretary to the lace Presiden 
Fakhruddin Alt Ahmed) and 
G.C. Dhawan (formerly Rail- 
way Station* Master, New 
Delhi, who has been since re- 
verted to his earlier post of 
Assistant Station Master). 
Both the brothers had bene- 
fited from their younger 
brol Iter's mysterious rise to 
power. 

All these circumstances have 
combined to change his earlier 
defiant attitude to the Commis- 
sion when Justice Shah pulled 
. him up for saying “Question 
does not arise”, in reply to a 
question put to him. 


Antyodaya 

{Continued from page 2) 
that Lift Irrigation would prove 
very costly; it would also dep- 
rive Jaisalmer. the main desert 
region, of water from Rajasthan 
Cdnal. Government, therefore, 
has decided to continue with 
the work of the main Rajasthan 
Canal, the target date for l be 
completion of which has now 
fixed at 1984, Government 
would make necessary financial 
allocations for this gigantic 
project kno wn as the “Ganga 
of the Desert.” The Janata 
Government’s decision can be 
described as bold because it has 
decided to complete the second 
half of the canal in a matter of 
6-7 years, whereas the first half 
took foil twenty years ! 

Chief Justice 

(Continued from page J) 

On the other hand since 
Justice Chandrachud is young 
enough to preside over the 
Supreme Court for almost 
eight years, it would give the 
judiciary the needed conti- 
nuity, stability and direction. 

During these eight long years 
most of (he old judges will have 
retired— giving room to new 
judges appointed solely on the 
basis of merit. •• 



From R.K. Mission to USI! 
to Indira Gandhi 


NEW DELHI: Over (he last 
few months, reports have 
repeatedly appeared in a sec- 
i ness o 
i Nalr. 

Shri Nalr is supposed to 
be is trouble for idling every- 


was arranged, large amounts 
were sent from Delhi to pur- 
chase anti-Congrcss MLAs. 
These amounts for buying up 
Ayarams and Gaya rams were 
always despatched through 
trused lieutenants of Yashpaj 
Kapoor in high denomination 
notes. Observers at Ahm eda- 
bad airport were used to seeing 
these Kapoor men alighting 
from the planes with two bags 
in hand which they would 
clutch as if their very lives were 
packed in those bags. These 
bags used to contain the now 
notorious currency notes of 
rupees five thousand each. 


itfais con- 


who will listen, that 
Gandhiji was ’murdered by 
Godsc, “auRSS man” He 
has refused to correct himself 
evea after the Prime Minis- 
ter and Home Minister made 
it dear that Gedse was not 
an SSSman. 

The latest to carry this 
story was THE STATES- 
, . MAN* of New Delhi (Feb. 
11, page 1). 

A little research has shown 
that Shri Nalr is qofte a 
character. Aad anti-RSS and 
antbJnnata elements are only 
using him to malign both. 

After matriculation Damo- 
darau joined the Rama- 
krisftna Ashram, Kalady, 
Kerala. He wanted to be a 
Snami. BuT soon alter he 
decided he wanted to be B.A. 


i: 


for use in Lok Sabha poll in 
March last. Fabulous amounts 
were sent from Delhi in high 
denomination notes for pay- 
ment for these vehicles. 

According to JANASATTA, 
one of the top leaders in charge 
of the Congress campaign had 
~ J Tipjaiheu*,fo .‘t-n'.ira intir-- 
that there 


to 
1977, 

* connected 
with high level Congress leaders 
named “Romka Enterprise” 
had provided scores of Jeeps 


(Continued from t 

n ’hi* but called out a servant 
The servant was told to bring a 
hammer. He came, broke the 
seals and opened the two boxes. 

Although the top was covered 
with soot, the jewellery shone 
bright through it. 

Nehru "was thoroughly pleas- 
ed. He asked Mr. D. what 
else he had brought. When he 
mentioned * 'some Chinese tea’ 
Nehru laughed and said! “You 
can keep that/* He added : 
“And whenever you feel like, 
you can drop in for a cup of 
tea.” 

■INDESTRUCTIBLE 

CODE" 

Mr. D. never did. He had 
the feeling that, in the course 
of his official duties, be had 
been made to go something, 
fishy. 

During the quarter century 
that has elapsed since, ‘Mr. D. 
has told only n very few close 
friends about it, including n 
former Chief Secretary of 
Bombay, Mr. P. But he has 
kept Nehru’s cipher telegram. 
And he Is sure copies of the 
same would be available both on 
NewJDeflii and Tokyo. ‘‘They 
are indestructible”, he says. 

An inquiry into this mystery 
could help provide a key to the 
bigger mystery of Netaji’s dis- 
appearance. 


joined 

Berchnuut’s College, Chan- 
gauchcrry. From here be was 


Some time later he started 
a school la Bangalore. It Is 
not clear what the charges 
against Mm were, but soon 
altar he was convicted and 
sent to jail. His school was 
never heard of again. 

The Story 
< of 
Damodaran 
Nair , 

Damodaran now arrived in 
* Delhi. Soon he was serving 
the U.S. Information Service 
hr Bahawalpnr House. Here 
he was found a nosey-poke. 
His services were terminated. 

From the US1S, Damo- 
daran landed In Gandhi 
Peace Foundation, New 
Delhi. Here be was ladirajis 
man against JP. Shri 


services. 


For his services to Indira, 
ft be was found u berth in 
Gandhi Smrfti, the Gandhi 
memorial near RahJtat. 
Although he was supposed to 
be doing some ‘'research", he 
insisted on taking visitors 
round and feUfog them (hat 
Gandhi’s assasto was a. I 
RSSi 


After repeated „ 

Gandhi Smrfti also 

ted his amices. Damodaran, 
however, is still living In a 
room on the 



commercial banks at the time 
of encashments. The Delhi 
spokesman of Romica Enter- 
prise had, however, assured the 
GPCC leader that the Reserve 
Bank would be instructed to 
remove alt hurdles in the way 
of encashing these notes. Later 
on, one of the cashiers of a' 

with 


It Is not dear who is finan- 
cing him. One thing, how- 
ever, is dear. He is very 
close to the former PM. 
He can walk into her house 
The other day she 
' Mm to same 
_ hen, he 

chortled the Godse tale. 


The jeuraafiste 


torily during the 
poll. 

These huge amounts had 
been despatched in four instal- 
ments last March with brand 
new high denomination notes. 
This amount later on became 
of bitter controversy 
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From Our Correspondent 


COCHIN: The bachelor Chief 
Minister of Kerala wiH aot re- 
main single for modi longer 
according to reports current 
here. Shri' AX Antony is to 
undertake no excursion Into 


Antony, who is reported to 
be alwayf ready to satisfy each 
and every wish of his aged 
mother, has now agreed to 
marry at her express wish. His 
mother is said to have told 
Antony that she would tike to 
see him married, now that her 
first son, Antony’s elder bro- 
ther, is married. Antony, with- 
out demur, agreed to the sug- 
gestion. ■/ 

The change of residence, 
though necessitated by the han- 
ding over of the Government 
Guest House to the Southern 
Railways for their newly crea- 
ted Trivandrum Division, is, 
in fact, the prelude to the Chief 
Minister’s excursion into ma- 
trimony. 

According to information 
available here, Shri Antony 
would many the daughter of 
Revenue Minister Baby John. 
This alliance with the Revenne 
Minister would not only streng- 
then Antony's hands politically 
but also improve his position 


financially which, up to 
hm not been quite satisfar 

Antony’s form# friends in 
the “Youth Congress” have an 
got married recently. Antony 
is the only one who « still a 
bachelor. This has made An- 
tony think of matrimony which, 
according to his form# friends 
and colleagues, would enable 
him to get away from the cares 
and worries of office for at least 
sometime. 

. •. \* I 

Reports are that Antony 
- may not remain the Chief 
Minister of Kerala for long. 
With the exit of CM. Stephen 
from the party, there is every 
chance of half a dozen M.L. 

As. quitting Antony’s Congress 
and going over to the Indira 
group led by the former Chief 
Minister, Shri K. Karanakaran. 
Shri Karanakaran himself poin- 
ted out recently that Antony 
and his group may he reduced 
to a small ‘caucus’ in the rul- 
ing coalition. An alliance with 
Shri Baby John will therefore 
be of considerable help to 
Antony both financially 
political.y. 
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Dhawan is a broken man 


PE RISCOPE 


By Our Special Correspondent 


NEW DELHI: The former 
Prime Minister, Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi, is likely to be charge* 
sheeted for corruption on 
specific counts soon after the 
Assembly poll, according to 
political circles in the Capital. 


ably to fix the Emergency cau- 
cus’ responsibility on specific 


Neither the rigging up of a 
new party as a personal tool 
nor the Assembly election re- 
sults, are likely to help her in 
this respect. And the deepening 
ring of desperation in her 
recent public pronouncements 
shows that she is aware of what 
is in store for her. 


Realisation of such an in- 
evitability has already split 
the caucus so that after B.R. 
Tamta, the former Commis- 


made by Navin Chawla, a 
Sanjay crony who was planted 
as Special Secretary to the 
former Lt. Governor, and who 
acted as the hatchetman of the 
caucus in Delhi. 


LANTASTIC : Way back in 1965, when she was still I & B 
inister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi visited the USA- She gave a 
lecture on '‘Nehru's Foreign Policy” at Brandies University, 
Waltham, near. Boston. For (his lecture she was paid S 860(H) 
-that is rupees seven lakhs only— by the Carnegie Foundation, 
for what consideration she got this fantastic "fee” is a mystery. 


Meanwhile, the leading lights 
of her Emergency caucus are 
also marching to their doom. 
Sanjay and Shukia have failed 
to delay proceedings in the 
'Kissa Kursi Ka' case by a re- 
course to the Supreme Court. 
They have been committed for 
a criminal trial for theft and 
conspiracy to destroy the prints 
of the film. 


Wants to 
make 
a clean 
breast 
of it all 


However, it is the collapse of 
R.K. Dhawan that seems to 
have broken, the back of the 
resistance of the caucus. Now 
he is reported to be willing to 
reveal vital facts even about 
the foreign hoardings of caucus 
members. 


>id the madam bring this money to India? If so, did she pay 
Income tax and wealth tax on it? If not, WHY NOT? 


Simultaneously, the Shah 
Commission is moving ipexor- 


sioner of Delhi Municipal Cor- 
poration, now the almighty 
R.K. Dhawan, the source of 
many "orders from above", 
has sought the “protection” 
of the GoVehuneat to make 
a clean breast of it all. 


In the case of the raid on 
Pandit Brothers, a new Delhi 
firm run by close relatives of 
Shri P.N. Haksar, the former 
Principal Secretary to the then 
PM , Dhawan has blamed 
'Sanjay, and given credit to the 
former PM for putting her 
foot down and ordering re- 
lease of two aged partners of 
the firm. 


However, the former PM has 
already contradicted Dhawan 


The same offer has been 


{Continued on page 15) 


ORDS VS. DEEDS : The former PM who said soon after 
Icmonetisatioa that even a ten-rupee-note was a ‘luxury’ for 
icr, and repeated these famous words at Calcutta airport re- 
mtly on her way to Assam, passed the night in a Rs, 500 per 
ly hotel roam at the airport in city. 


She was scheduled to address a meeting at the Brigade 
Maidan on her way back from Assam but her party mana- 
ger cancelled it for fear of disturbances and general cry of 
'‘Dictator, Go Back". 


Instead, she addressed a meeting of party workers in a corner 
)f the airport where she announced her Intention of starting a 
'Gnrlbl Hatao’ movement. She added ominously that ‘'she 
could not predict whether it would remain peaceful or turn 
violent.” 


-rom 

sections. 


en in ^sensitive posts 

>m Our Correspondent 


planted in strategic positions 
in sensitive organisations like 
Indian Space Research Organi- 
sation (ISRO) and Physical Re- 
search Laboratory (PRL) . 
Some of the personnel are also 
connected with Yasbpal Kapoor 
and Bansilal. 



see how for 


ISRO. 


In one of these organisations, 
the head of the institution is a 
close relative of Shri Ramnath 
Rao of RAW. He got very 
quick promotions during the 
Emergency. Yesmen of this 
high official have been al- 
lowed to make their way into 
Electronics and Space Research 


Physical Research Laboratory 
in Ahmedabad is a nationally 
reputed concern doing useful 
work. But it could have done 
without the services of a dose 
friend of Surendra Singh, the 
infamous son of Bansilal of 
Haryana. It should be rioted 
in this context that many vital 
posts of the organisations con- 
nected with Atomic Energy, 
Space Research and Electronics 
are filled from top to bottom 
with close friends or relatives 
of Indira Gandhi and R, K, 
Dhawan. An inquiry should 


There have been dangerous 
explosions in the Heavy Water 
Plant and Ukai Hydro-Electric 
Power-Station. Looking to the 
antecedents of the Indira-men 
placed ,in strategic positions in 
the above concerns, the above- 
mentioned explosions could 
lead to justifiable suspi- 
cions. .While the- final judge- 
ment on the above-menrioned 
persons in strategic places 
should await further close scru- 
tiny, it is high time the Union 
Government woke up to the 
situation and make a thorough- 
going probe into such organisa- 
tions in Gujarat and elsewhere. 


AGENT PROVOCATEURS: On February 7, Delhi Doonhan 
telecast a programme entitled "Khabren Boltt Hein " The |iro- 
gramme was supposed to expose the undesirable •activities of 
dol thieves. But it had no such effect on the viewers. On the 
other hand It nauseated them by producing Shiva, Vishnu, Indra 
Krishna, Lakslimi and Parvati in trousers and other mod cos- 
umes, smoking -away IlYe any : 

/ and B Minister is out on the campaign trail, 

inistry. has hculwr e deym,l£lLJpstiWe anmuirv. 
ly agent provocateurs drFoiisy creating 
situations. 



isant 


SHRADHA MATA; Shradha Mata who, according to M.O, 
Math), had Illicit relations with Nehru, culminating in the birth 
of a male child in a Bangalore Catholic mission, is now living 
in the small Mughal fort of Hathroi in Jaipur. 


She denies the allegation. Right now she is busy doing a 70- 
page booklet on "My relationship with Nehru and the influ- 
ence l had on him", entitled "Come to Light” . She believes 
that * 'some Foreign hands, comma ns tic hands , some Muslims, 
some Christians, all sorts of people" got busy to separate 
Nehru from her. This was because, she says, she was influencing 
Nehru in favour of Hindi, Sanskrit, Dharma. 


! BELIEVE IT OR NOT: Believe it or not, the Information and 
Broadcasting Minister of the Government of India is still I.K. 
Gujral— and not Shri L.K. Advani, as the public believes. 


® maefar 'lane paints 

HIKERS OF PUNTS SPECIALITIES SINCE 1919 



MACFARLANE TWJNS 


l latest trend in modern 
living 


■lasting beauty of your 
& works 



The Press Information Bureau handout in Malay alum. VP, 
12 L dated February 6 % 197H , speaking about the dubbing of I 
regional language pictures into other languages, states that f 
"Information and Broadcasting Minister IJC , GujraV' has 
expressed his Government *s intention of regional pictures ! 
being dubbed into other languages. The Information and\ 
Broadcasting Minister is reported to have made this statement j 
to the members of Parliament who constitute the Consultative \ 
Committee of the Ministry of Information and Broadcastings 


MACFARLANE 
PAINTS 

1 a RA&HAN *th CHOUOHUAY ROM. CALCUTTA-IS 


C ALCU TT A* BOMS A Y»DELtf I 
§!NNY LTD . Madia • 

-A tot Soulfc 


QTHEB QUALITY PRODUCTS 
Vi! ft PftirtU \ 


Mtfini Pilati 

YftlKtn 

VfririsftM ft Ckrtmat 
YaliKaM PUttic till tart 
RfltHftf Cf 


Blessed indeed arc the ignorant and the ill-informed, for 
shall inherit this earth — at least in that part of this earth 
Is known as India that is Bharat, 


they | 
which I 


INSIDE AMU. All is not well with Aligarh Muslim University 
Recently there was an armed fight between two sections of the 


students. 


Admissions are supposed to be over by August; actually they j 
go on till January. 


Under the rules, the VC can make 15 % admissions by nomi- i 
nation. Actually, according to the President of AMU Teachers! 
Association, in the Engineering College, 80 % of the students 
have been admitted, not on merit, but by nornti 
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